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What is  
Divine Mercy Sunday? 
Philip Kosloski - published on 04/11/21 -
 updated on 03/27/24 

Divine Mercy Sunday is a name for the 
second Sunday in the Easter season. 

For many centuries, the Second Sunday of 
Easter was nicknamed Low Sunday, in con-
trast to the High Sunday of Easter. Addi-
tionally, the newly baptized would wear 
their baptismal gowns during the eight 

days of the Easter Octave. According to the Catholic Encyclopedia, the Second Sunday of Easter “was conse-
quently known as dominica in albis (deponendis), the Sunday of the (laying aside of the) white garments.” 

However, in recent years this same Sunday has been given another celebration: Divine Mercy Sunday. 

Renamed in the year 2000 

In 2000, St. John Paul II canonized the Polish religious mystic Faustina Kowalska, and during his homily official-
ly designated the Second Sunday of Easter “Divine Mercy Sunday.” 

John Paul II did this to endorse Faustina’s private revelations as well as to put more emphasis on Divine Mercy 
in the 21st century. He explained during his homily, “Divine Mercy reaches human beings through the heart of 
Christ crucified: ‘My daughter, say that I am love and mercy personified,’ Jesus will ask Sr. Faustina (Diary, p. 
374). Christ pours out this mercy on humanity though the sending of the Spirit who, in the Trinity, is the Per-
son-Love. And is not mercy love’s ‘second name’ (cf. Dives in misericordia, n. 7), understood in its deepest and 
most tender aspect, in its ability to take upon itself the burden of any need and, especially, in its immense ca-
pacity for forgiveness? Today my joy is truly great in presenting the life and witness of Sr. Faustina Kowalska 
to the whole Church as a gift of God for our time ... Jesus told Sr Faustina: ‘Humanity will not find peace until it 
turns trustfully to divine mercy’ (Diary, p. 132).” 

The Polish pope then went on to proclaim, “It is important then that we accept the whole message that comes 
to us from the word of God on this Second Sunday of Easter, which from now on throughout the Church will 
be called ‘Divine Mercy Sunday.’” 

Jesus requested this "name change" 

Jesus requested that this Second Sunday of Easter be named "Divine Mercy Sunday" in a vision to Saint 
Faustina that she wrote down in her Diary. 

On one occasion, I heard these words: My daughter, tell the whole world about My Inconceivable mercy. I de-
sire that the Feast of Mercy be a refuge and shelter for all souls, and especially for poor sinners. On that day 

https://aleteia.org/author/philip-kosloski/
http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/01251b.htm
https://aleteia.org/2023/02/25/st-faustinas-divine-mercy-vision-was-on-the-first-sunday-of-lent/
https://w2.vatican.va/content/john-paul-ii/en/homilies/2000/documents/hf_jp-ii_hom_20000430_faustina.html
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Continued from What is Divine... 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, April 11, Vigil for Divine Mercy 
4:00 p.m. The Comeau and LaRosa Families (dec) 

Sunday, April 12, Sunday of Divine Mercy 
8:00 a.m. Yeimy Quintana and Family (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. David Blaszynski (liv) 

Monday, April 13, Monday in the Octave of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Ines Gomez (liv) 

Tuesday, April 14, Tuesday in the Octave of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Leonardo Molina (liv) 

Wednesday, April 15, Wednesday in the Octave of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, April 16, Thursday in the Octave of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Diana Molina (liv) 

Friday, April 17, Friday in the Octave of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Paula Molina (liv) 

Saturday, April 18, Vigil for the Third Sunday of Easter 
4:00 p.m. Maryori Villa (dec) 

Sunday, April 19, Third Sunday of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Christina Cano (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Marion Falcigno (dec) 

the very depths of My tender mer-
cy are open. I pour out a whole 
ocean of graces upon those souls 
who approach the fount of My 
mercy. The soul that will go to 
Confession and receive Holy Com-
munion shall obtain complete for-
giveness of sins and punishment. 
On that day all the divine flood-
gates through which grace flow 
are opened. Let no soul fear to 
draw near to Me, even though its 
sins be as scarlet. My mercy is so 
great that no mind, be it of man or 
of angel, will be able to fathom it 
throughout all eternity. Everything 
that exists has come forth from 
the very depths of My most tender 
mercy. Every soul in its relation to 
Me will contemplate My love and 
mercy throughout eternity. The 
Feast of Mercy emerged from My 
very depths of tenderness. It is My 
desire that it be solemnly cele-
brated on the first Sunday after 
Easter. Mankind will not have 
peace until it turns to the Fount of 
My Mercy. (Diary 699) 

Yes, the first Sunday after Easter is 
the Feast of Mercy, but there must 
also be deeds of mercy, which are 
to arise out of love for Me. You 
are to show mercy to our neigh-
bors always and everywhere. You 
must not shrink from this or try to 
absolve yourself from it. (Diary 
742) 

Both Pope Benedict XVI and Pope 
Francis have affirmed this new tra-
dition and the new feast has be-
come an official part of the Catho-
lic Church's liturgical calendar. 

Originally published at Aleteia.org, 
reprinted with permission  

Book Club 
The Blessed Trinity Social 
Group Book Club will be dis-
cussing “The Correspondent” 
on Thursday, April 16 from 
10:00 am-12:00 pm in the 
Faith Formation Room.  

All are welcome!  
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Are You Hoping to Receive One of 
the Following Sacraments With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese 
in Florida requires at least six months preparation be-
fore marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Ge-
nereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment be-
fore setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would like to choose 
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. 
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office to schedule an 
appointment.  

Divine Mercy Blessing 
Dear Jesus,  
May your mercy flow over us,  
filling our gaps and healing our wounds.  
Open our hearts more deeply  
with knowledge of your love for us,  
understanding of the depth of your passion,  
and trust in your never-ending mercy.  
Amen.  

©LPi 

Everyday Stewardship 
Due to the constant unchecked flow of data and in-
formation through the Internet, it can be hard to 
know when a story is real news or rubbish. It never 
ceases to amaze me when someone I know has 
bought into some crazy fake news story. Sometimes 
the story is just so unbelievable: celebrities who 
gained two hundred pounds in a month, women hav-
ing babies who were never pregnant, or people actu-
ally being seen who are dead! Like Elvis! 

The apostle Thomas found the news that Jesus was 
alive just too far-fetched to believe. But he didn't first 
hear the news on the Internet or read it standing in 
the grocery store checkout line. His friends told him. 
His fellow apostles told him they had actually seen 
the Lord with their own eyes. Their testimony was 
not enough. He needed proof. 

The resurrection of Jesus gives us not only hope, but 
also a reason to be his disciples. We have not seen 
with our own eyes but, like Thomas, we have a com-
munity, the Church, that has relayed the truth to us. 
This same Jesus now calls us to go forth to spread the 
Gospel. More unbelievable than that, we have, 
through the gifts we have been given, a chance to 
change and even save lives. The day may come that 
you, moved by this news of the risen Lord, will be an 
agent of his love to the point where someone will tell 
the tale that you, a follower of Jesus, actually helped 
to change his or her life. Pretty unbelievable, right? 

Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

© Liturgical Publications Inc 



Page 5 

Second Collection will be for Restoring the Sacred 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100%  -$79,863 

2026 GOAL 

$41,641 Paid as of  
March 24, 2026  

81% of our Goal has been pledged 

Thank you for your generosity!  
Keep up the good work! 

Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Weekly Offering 
Weekly Giving 03/29/26 

Offertory  $12,632 
Other Donations $        75 
Restoring the Sacred $        85 
St. Vincent de Paul $      300 
Catholic Ministry Appeal 
   $   1,000 
National Collections $        11 

Weekly Giving 04/05/26 
Easter 

Offertory  $25,987 
Other Donations $  2,040 
Restoring the Sacred $     375 
St. Vincent de Paul $     525 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Give Yourself Completely 
The early days of the first Christian community were not easy by any 
measurement. Jesus had been executed, and his disciples had to be dis-
creet so as not to meet a similar fate. Jesus was now risen, but the truth 
of his resurrection was not accepted by all. However, the depiction of 
that early community in Acts 2:42-47 would lead someone to believe it 
was the opposite situation. We are told of community life where people 
lean on each other and share great joy. They ate and prayed together, 
and many wonders and signs were occurring to lift the community and 
bear witness to the power of Jesus Christ. They were disciples living out 
their faith, and it was their strong sense of stewardship that made all 
this possible in the face of threatening Roman and Jewish powers. 

Today, we find the Church in a new turmoil. Increasing secularism, 
abuse scandals, and a lack of true fidelity place us once again in a time 
that is not easy. A friend of mine likes to say that any challenge of sin 
we encounter in the Church has its origin in a lack or misunderstanding 
of the stewardship way of life. We create our burdens by not using our 
gifts wisely and by turning inward selfishly.  

Could we use the story in Acts of the early Church to help us today? If 
we begin with the decision to give of ourselves completely to God and 
His people, will we become agents of change? There is only one way to 
find out.  

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 
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Upcoming Events 
Saturday, April 11 
2:30 Confessions      CR 
7:00 pm Divine Mercy Novena Chaplet   CH 

Sunday, April 12 
Coffee and Donuts IS BACK       CYH 
After the 8:00 am and 9:30 Masses 
*New Location- Courtyard Hall (by the fountain) 

Monday, April 13 
6:30 pm “Life in the Spirit”    CYH 

Tuesday, April 14 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, April 15 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm– 7:00 pm Holy Hour 

Thursday, April 16 
10:00 am BT Social Group’s “Book Club”  FF 
4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting   FF 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 

Saturday, April 18 
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions    CR 

Sunday, April 19 
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses CYH 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CR=Cry Room 
CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CH=Church, FF= Faith Formation Room 
PL= Parking Lot  

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM 
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 

Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM 
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 
Fr. Victor Bartolotta 

Fr. Eric Peters  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 
Sunday 

8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our 
website, btsp.org 

Confessions 
Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm 

Parish Office 
Monday—Friday  

9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54th Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 
FAX, (727) 864-2679  

Website, http://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 

http://btsp.org/


Arnold, Barbara 
Baker Family 
Barhorst, Brady 
Barhorst, Rosemary 
Becker, Mary 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Calamita, John 
Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 
Cisek, Marilyn 
Clark, Christine and 
Henry 
Clark, Brittany Noel 
Clark, Matthew Pierce 
Comeau, Teresa 
Cortez, Patrick 
Coughlin, Bernadette 
Curcio, Louis 
Daniels, Joshua 
D’Azzo, Lina 
DeLong, Judy 
DeLong, Todd 
Distefano, Michael 
Ellis, John 

Feltes, Lauren 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Gawlik, Frank and Sofia 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Gutske, Karl 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Hoskins, Kevin 
Joyal, Christina 
Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Klima, Sue 
Kraynak, Gary 
Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Mays, Hank 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Narinelly, Sarah 
Newcomb, Jeff 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish office at 727-867-3663. 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 
727-867-3663. 

O’Connor, Mary 
Palys, Constance 
Parillo, Ceil 
Parillo, Dave 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riordan, Donald 
Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 
Schulz, Ingrid 
Shelby, Montez 
Smith, Elizabeth 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Vanderbeck, Cindy 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Wagoner, Diane 
Walsh, Thomas 
Watson, Linda 
Youngman, Ruth 
Zajac, Leslie 

Grief Support 
At this time, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church office. Group support 
meetings will take place when a group is 
formed. For more information call 867-
3663. 

Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300 27247 23rd Ave. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 
Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204
www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue
	 Tel. 727-321-3321
	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 
   that feels just right.” 
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Contact Trey Hill
thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x02613


