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When it’s not easy to believe, go to Mass: 
Pope’s advice 

Kathleen N. Hattrup - published on 
04/12/26 

Gathered together at Mass, Jesus' Body 
and Blood nourish us, so that we too 
may become witnesses of his Resurrec-
tion, as St. Thomas was. 

The Church invites us to gather each 
Sunday, mindful that it is not always easy 
to believe. Sometimes we struggle like 
Thomas did, but with the Body of Christ 
at Mass, "It is there that our faith grows 
and is strengthened." 

This was the reflection offered by Pope Leo before praying the Regina Caeli on this Divine Mercy Sunday. 

Below is the full translation of his brief meditation: 

Dear brothers and sisters, happy Sunday and happy Easter once again! 

Today, on the Second Sunday of Easter, dedicated to Divine Mercy by Saint John Paul II, the Gospel recounts 
the appearance of the risen Jesus to the Apostle Thomas (cf. Jn 20:19–31). This event took place eight days 
after Easter, while the community was gathered together. There, Thomas encountered the Master, who invited 
him to look at the marks of the nails and to put his hand into the wound in his side, and to believe (cf. v. 27). 
This scene invites us to reflect on our own encounter with the risen Jesus. Where can we find him? How can 
we recognize him?  How can we believe?  Saint John, who narrated the event, gives us precise indications: 
Thomas met Jesus on the eighth day, in the gathered community, and recognized him in the signs of his sacrifice. 
His profession of faith, the highest in the entire Fourth Gospel, emerged from this experience: “My Lord and 
my God!” (v. 28). 

Of course, it is not always easy to believe. It was not easy for Thomas, and it is not easy for us either. Faith 
needs to be nourished and sustained. For this reason, on the “eighth day” — that is, every Sunday — the 
Church invites us to do as the first disciples did: gather together and celebrate the Eucharist. During Mass, we 
listen to the words of Jesus, we pray, we profess our faith, we share God’s gifts in charity, we offer our lives in 
union with the Sacrifice of Christ. His Body and Blood nourish us, so that we too may become witnesses of his 
Resurrection, as indicated by the term “Mass,” which means “sending forth,” or “mission” (cf. Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, 1332). 

https://aleteia.org/author/kathleen-hattrup/
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/angelus/2026/documents/20260412-regina-caeli.html
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Continued from ….Pope’s Advice 

Mass Intentions  
Saturday, April 18, Vigil for the Third Sunday of Easter 
4:00 p.m. Maryori Villa (dec) 

Sunday, April 19, Third Sunday of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Christina Cano (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners  
11:30 a.m. Marion Falcigno (dec) 

Monday, April 20, Monday in the Third Week of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Javier Mendez (liv) 

Tuesday, April 21, Tuesday in the Third Week  of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Leonides Molina (liv) 

Wednesday, April 22, Wednesday in the Third Week  of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations 

Thursday, April 23, Thursday in the Third Week  of Easter 
8:00 a.m. The Getgen Family (liv & dec) 

Friday, April 24, Friday in the Third Week  of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Yanile Sarmiento (liv) 

Saturday, April 25, Vigil for the Fourth Sunday of Easter 
4:00 p.m. Nolan Hoshak (dec) 

Sunday, April 26, Fourth Sunday of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Luisa Fernanda Salazar (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners and Christine Alice Screeton (dec) 
11:30 a.m. Guiseppina Sciortino (dec) 

The Sunday Eucharist is indispen-
sable to the Christian life. Tomor-
row I will depart for my Apostolic 
Journey to Africa. Some of the 
martyrs of the early African 
Church, particularly the Martyrs of 
Abitene, have left us a beautiful 
testimony in this regard. When 
offered the chance to save their 
lives by renouncing the celebration 
of the Eucharist, they replied that 
they could not live without cele-
brating the Lord’s Day. It is there 
that our faith grows and is 
strengthened. It is there that our 
efforts, though limited, are united 
by God’s grace to the actions of 
the members of a single body — 
the Body of Christ — for the ac-
complishment of a single great 
plan of salvation that embraces all 
humanity. It is through the Eucha-
rist that our hands become “the 
hands of the Risen One,” giving 
witness to his presence, mercy and 
peace. The signs of work, sacrifice, 
illness and the passing of the years 
are often etched into our hands, 
just as they are in the tenderness 
of a caress, a handshake, or a ges-
ture of charity. 

Dear brothers and sisters, in a 
world that is in such great need of 
peace, this calls on us more than 
ever to be steadfast and faithful in 
our Eucharistic encounter with the 
risen Lord, so that we may go forth 
as witnesses of charity and mes-
sengers of reconciliation. May the 
Virgin Mary help us to do this, she 
who is blessed because she was 
the first to believe without seeing 
(cf. Jn 20:29). 

Originally published at Aleteia.org, 
reprinted with permission  

https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/travels/2026/documents/africa-13-23aprile2026.html
https://www.vatican.va/content/leo-xiv/en/travels/2026/documents/africa-13-23aprile2026.html
https://aleteia.org/2017/11/08/meet-the-4th-century-martyrs-pope-francis-mentioned-today-we-cannot-live-without-sunday/
https://aleteia.org/2017/11/08/meet-the-4th-century-martyrs-pope-francis-mentioned-today-we-cannot-live-without-sunday/
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Are You Hoping to Receive One of 
the Following Sacraments With Us? 

Matrimony 
Congratulations on your engagement! Every Diocese 
in Florida requires at least six months preparation be-
fore marriage. Please call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Ge-
nereux, at the Parish Office for an appointment be-
fore setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would like to choose 
Blessed Trinity Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please call our Pastor, Fr. 
Wayne Genereux, at the Parish Office to schedule an 
appointment.  

Everyday Stewardship 
Mean What You Say 

Missouri is known as the “Show Me” state. There 
seem to be differing points of view as to how this 
motto came into existence, but today it is said to 
speak of a people who operate with common sense 
and are not easily fooled by slick-talking or show. We 
would be prudent to adopt such a disposition our-
selves. To be this way is not really like St. Thomas in 
the Gospel when he doubts what he clearly sees right 
in front of him. It is more about holding ourselves to a 
standard explained in another motto: “Say what you 
mean and mean what you say.” 

If we claim to be Christians, disciples of the risen Je-
sus, then those around us should be able to tell by our 
actions. Can someone truly be a disciple of Jesus and 
not be a good steward of all he has given? Jesus 
makes himself known to us continually in the Holy 
Eucharist. When we come together to break bread at 
Mass, Jesus shows us his love by becoming truly pre-
sent to us. He is willing to show us. What are we in 
turn willing to show him? 

Every day, Jesus calls us to respond in some way. Our 
response shows whether we are who we claim: his 
disciples. I am pretty sure Jesus is not from Missouri, 
but I know he is not fooled by our half-truths and 
misguided intentions. He also means what he says 
and says what he means. Shouldn’t his disciples do 
the same? 

—Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS 

©LPi 
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Second Collection will be for Catholic Ministry Appeal 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100%  -$79,863 

2026 GOAL 

$41,641 Paid as of  
March 24, 2026  

81% of our Goal has been pledged 

Thank you for your generosity!  
Keep up the good work! 

Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Weekly Offering 
Weekly Giving 04/12/26 

Offertory  $  8,376 

Other Donations $     503 

Restoring the Sacred $     864 

St. Vincent de Paul $     277 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Magnificat of St. Petersburg,  
a Ministry to Women, 

Invites you to our Mother-Daughter Magnificat Meal 
Saturday, May 9, 2026, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Reservations—$18.00, Check payable to Magnificat 
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle 5815 Fifth Avenue North 
Join us for St. Jude’s Parish Mass at 8:15 am  

Speaker: Christina Georgianni and her daughter,  
 Francesca Bauer 
 You may recognize Francesca as the host of Evenings  
 and Sunday Praise on 90.5 Spirit FM 

Enjoy a hot breakfast followed by prayer, the rosary, and praise and 
worship, along with spiritual wisdom from our guest advisor. Your 
morning will culminate with the witness of Christina, and her daughter, 
Francesca, our Praise and Worship leader, as they share their stories of 
living authentic Catholic lives and demonstrating the love of our Lord. 
You won’t want to miss this holy spirit morning.  

Please mail your check, to our treasurer, Linda Barron, 6069 Second 
Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710. Checks must be received by May 4, 
2026. Your ticket will be at the door. Seating is limited.  
Questions or Need More Information? E-mail magnificatofstpeters-
burg@gmail.com or text Jane at 727-452-7404 or Linda at 727-415-
2693. https://magnificatsp.org/ 
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FORMED 
Discover all the best Catholic con-
tent in one place. Entertaining 
movies, enlightening programs, 
inspiring talks and audio dramas, 
and a great selection of popular e-
books—all just a click away!  

It’s free, it’s Catholic,  
and it’s our gift to you!  

formed.org TJQ622 access code 

Upcoming Events 
Saturday, April 18 
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions    CR 

Sunday, April 19 
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses CYH 
Monday, April 20 
6:30 pm “Life in the Spirit”    CYH 

Tuesday, April 21 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, April 22 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm– 7:00 pm Holy Hour     CH 

Thursday, April 23 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 

Friday, April 24 
BT Social Group Meeting after the 8:00 am Mass 
@ Paradeco Coffee Roasters-SkyBeach Resort 
6800 Sunshine Skyway Ln S 

Saturday, April 25 
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions    CR 

Sunday, April 26 
Coffee and Donuts and Faith Community Nursing event  
after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses   CYH 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CR=Cry Room 
CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CH=Church, FF= Faith Formation Room 
PL= Parking Lot  

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

Pastor~ Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 
Clergy Assistance 

Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM, Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM, Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 

Fr. Victor Bartolotta, Fr. Eric Peters  
Mass Schedule  

Weekday Masses~ Monday - Friday 8:00 am 
Weekend Masses~ Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 

Sunday~ 8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 
Follow the Sunday Mass on our website, btsp.org 

Confessions~ Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm 
Parish Office~ Monday—Friday 9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 

Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 
1600 54th Ave S, St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 ~ FAX, (727) 864-2679  
Website, http://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 

http://btsp.org/


Arnold, Barbara 
Baker Family 
Barhorst, Brady 
Barhorst, Rosemary 
Becker, Mary 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Calamita, John 
Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 
Cisek, Marilyn 
Clark, Christine and 
Henry 
Clark, Brittany Noel 
Clark, Matthew Pierce 
Comeau, Teresa 
Cortez, Patrick 
Coughlin, Bernadette 
Curcio, Louis 
Daniels, Joshua 
D’Azzo, Lina 
DeLong, Judy 
DeLong, Todd 
Distefano, Michael 
Ellis, John 

Feltes, Lauren 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Gawlik, Frank and Sofia 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Gutske, Karl 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Hoskins, Kevin 
Joyal, Christina 
Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Klima, Sue 
Kraynak, Gary 
Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Mays, Hank 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Narinelly, Sarah 
Newcomb, Jeff 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish office at 727-867-3663. 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 
727-867-3663. 

O’Connor, Mary 
Palys, Constance 
Parillo, Ceil 
Parillo, Dave 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riordan, Donald 
Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 
Schulz, Ingrid 
Shelby, Montez 
Smith, Elizabeth 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Vanderbeck, Cindy 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Wagoner, Diane 
Walsh, Thomas 
Watson, Linda 
Youngman, Ruth 
 

Grief Support 
At this time, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church office. Group support 
meetings will take place when a group is 
formed. For more information call 867-
3663. 

Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300 27247 23rd Ave. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 
Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204
www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue
	 Tel. 727-321-3321
	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 
   that feels just right.” 
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Contact Trey Hill
thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x02613


