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The Our Father describes the Kingdom: It’s Eden

Tom Hoopes - published on 04/26/26

Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer so we would
memorize the goal he has set for us.

| have been discovering this year how much the
Kingdom of heaven is the central focus of the
Christian life.

God is a loving Father, and he wants us to live
in the kingdom he made for us, the Paradise of
the Garden of Eden. In Eden, God was king, and
he made Adam and Eve in his “image and like-
ness” and gave us “dominion.” But we used our
dominion in a terrible way: We rejected God
and handed Eden over to his enemy. He has
been undoing our action and re-Edenizing the world ever since.

Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer so we would memorize the goal he has set for us.

It begins: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

The Lord'’s prayer starts by telling us everything we need to know about God, theologically. God is the Father-
creator, the noncontingent cause of everything. His dwelling place is in heaven — which means he is outside
time and space, omnipresent and omniscient. As for his name, when Moses asked him what it was, he said, ‘I
am.” He is not a being, but being itself, the ground of all being.

In other words, God is the all-powerful, all-consuming fire, the source of all life. And yet we call him Our Fa-
ther. That means we are royalty: sons and daughters of the very source of all power.

Next comes: Thy Kingdom Come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.

We pray for his kingdom to come, and then we describe what that would look like. It would be a place where
“his will is done on earth as in heaven,” in other words, Eden.

God's covenants have been rebuilding Eden for years, and they were fulfilled when two people came along
who truly did his will on earth as it is in heaven. The Blessed Mother said, “Let it be done to me according to
thy word,” becoming the Second Eve who freely brought Jesus into the world, and Jesus said, “Not my will but
yours be done,” as the Second Adam.

When we pray the Our Father, we are praying that we can join Mary and Jesus in doing his will on earth as it is
in heaven.

Then the prayer says: “Give us this day, our daily bread.”

This is a prayer to live once again in a garden of plenty where we always have enough to eat. But notice, Jesus
doesn’t say for each of us to pray for my daily bread, but our daily bread. The lesson is that the world has plen-
ty of food — it becomes Christ’s kingdom when we make the food ours, when we share it.

But notice that the wording is strange. “Give us this day our daily bread” is like saying “Give us today our bread
Continued on page 2
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today.” That's because what the
Greek original says in both
Matthew and Luke, is “Give us this
day our epiousios bread.”

This means “Give us this day our
super-essential bread,” says the
Catechism — and that means we
are praying for the Eucharist, the
bread of the kingdom. Shortly after
instituting the Eucharist, Jesus
said, “I confer my kingdom on you,
just as my Father has conferred
one on me, that you may eat and
drink at my table in my kingdom.”

So when we pray “Give us this day
our daily bread,” we are praying
that we can share the food of the
earth with each other the way God
shares the food of heaven with us
in his kingdom.

Next is: Forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass
against us.

This is a petition to overturn the
Fall, and be returned to the inno-
cence of Adam and Eve before
they sinned in the Garden of Eden.
This is exactly what Jesus did on
the cross. The repentant thief said,
“Remember me when you come
into your kingdom,” and Jesus an-
swered, “Today you will be with
me in paradise.”

Last is “Lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil.”

The last petition speaks directly
about returning us to what Eden
was like before the temptation and
the Fall. If you have ever messed
up really badly in life, you probably
wished you could go back and re-
live it and do the right thing. This is
God giving us that chance to skip
temptation and reject the serpent.
And we pray for it every day.

Originally published at Aleteia.org,
reprinted with permission
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Mass Intentions

Saturday, May 2, Vigil for the Fifth Sunday of Easter
4:00 p.m. Connie Gueli (dec)

Sunday, May 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m. Eugene Donohoe (liv)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Georgian Braun (dec)

Monday, May 4, Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. Benjamin DeMartino (dec)

Tuesday, May 5, Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. Connie Gueli (dec)

Wednesday, May 6, Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, May 7, Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. Elizabeth Donohoe (dec)

Friday, May 8, Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter
8:00 a.m. Celeste Donohoe (dec)

Saturday, May 9, Vigil for the Sixth Sunday of Easter
4:00 p.m. Jon White (liv)

Sunday, May 10, Sixth Sunday of Easter

8:00 a.m. Glen Davis (dec)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. William Murray (dec)

New Beginning at Blessed Trinity:
Faith, Healing, and Health Outreach

Carol Davis, volunteer FCN, is grateful to serve at Blessed Trinity Cath-
olic Church. After the 2024 hurricanes closed St. John Vianney Catholic
Church (SJVCC) and following the loss of her husband, Blessed Trinity
warmly welcomed Carol with compassion and support.

In January, Carol and Trish Gonzalez, far right, volunteer FCN from
SJVCC, hosted their first blood pressure screening event with 15 con-
gregants participating. Carol looks forward to expanding the ministry
through CPR training, additional wellness events, and monthly health
screenings. Adding a special family touch, Carol’s 12 year old grandson,
Dalen, pictured right R

with Carol, designed the : 7
educational trifolds and
spinning wheel at the _ £
event. i\

From St. Anthony’s Hos- ; X

pital Newsletter, March |
2026
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May 3, 2026 Written by
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Fifth Sunday of Easter DiscipLE
Acts 6:1-7 | 1Pt 2:4-9 | Jn 14:1-12

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | prAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE
When the needs of ministry became overwhelming, the
Apostles did not say they would sleep less or pray less in order
to have more time to serve others. Instead, they appointed
leaders from the community to help so they could continue to
devote themselves to prayer and preaching. This reminds me
of a story | read about Saint Teresa of Calcutta, in which the
sisters of the Missionaries of Charity asked to be excused from
the mandatory daily Holy Hour because the needs of the poor
were so overwhelming. Saint Teresa is said to have responded
that the sisters should then spend not one, but two hours

in prayer each day. She knew that the foundation of a life of
service was a life of prayer. We are asked in all that we do to
rely not on our own abilities, but to humbly recognize that all
we have to give comes from God.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

The cornerstone of our lives - the piece that gives strength to
everything else that grows within us - is our relationship with
God. The works of our vocation are meant to flow from that
relationship. And so coming to know Jesus through prayer is at
the core of serving others. In my vocation as a wife and mother,
| sometimes get consumed in completing tasks and only realize
at the end of the day that | have not prayed. But even Christ,
the Son of God, tells us in the Gospel that “the Father who
dwells in me is doing his works.” Life in the Trinity means that
the love of the Father flows through the Son. If Jesus does not
rely on his own being to preach and serve, | certainly cannot
respond to God’s call to love my family apart from him. As we
complete the daily tasks of our vocations, we must remember
that the ultimate call of a life of holiness is to allow God’s love
to flow forth through us.

PRAY

This week, consider how you can develop or strengthen a habit
of prayer as the first act of your day. You might be able to pray
in silence, or you might choose to incorporate prayer into the
activity of your morning. However you are able to establish this
routine, be intentional about how you recognize prayer as the
cornerstone of all that you do.



Are You Hoping to Re-
ceive One of the Fol-
lowing Sacraments
With Us?

Matrimony
Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida re-
quires at least six months prepara-
tion before marriage. Please call
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux,
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date.

Baptism

We are honored that you would
like to choose Blessed Trinity
Catholic Church for the baptism of
your child! We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office to sched-
ule an appointment.

CLEARI

+.” 50% OFF

ENTIRE
GIFT SHOP +*

After the 4pm Mass on Saturday, &
Sunday after the 8am, 9:30am and 11:30 Masses
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BLESSED TRINITY AND THE
KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
INVITES YOU TO

THE MAY
PROCESSION OF OUR
MOTHER MARY

JOIN us 61 FYIAWH;H%& pAY!
I ()

; THIS WILL BE A 30 MINUTE PROGRAM:
: PROCESSING AROUND THE GREEN;,
RECITING THE ROSARY, CARRYING
., MARION BANNERS AND ENDING WITH
fﬁONG AS WE CROWN HER.

" AFTER
) 30AM MASS

Virtues, Explained!
Diligence

Christians are called to diligence in prayer, in self-scrutiny, in
exercising virtue, in seeking God’s will, in detachment from the
world and in reflecting on God’s word in Scripture: “If we are
diligent in observing all of these commandments before the
Lord, our God, as he commanded of us, then this will be our
righteousness.” (Deuteronomy 6:25)

Diligence is made possible by the freedom of will that we have
been granted by God, and it is the virtue by which man can se-
cure for himself true happiness. (Gaudium et spes, 17)

©LPi
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Second Collection will be for Grounds and Maintenance

Weekly Offering

Weekly Giving 04/19/26
Offertory $ 10,078
Other Donations $ 295
St.Vincentde Paul $ 227

Weekly Giving 04/26/26
Offertory $ 10,456
Other Donations $ 15
St. Vincent de Paul  $ 160
Restoring the Sacred $ 85

Thank you for your generosity!

Catholic Ministry Appeal

=
oo

CATHOLIC
MINISTRY
Cppeatl—

026 GOAL
Iﬁ 00% -$79,863

—175%

50%

25%

$45,360 Paid as of
April 24, 2026
57% of our Goal

Thank you for your generosity!
Keep up the good work!

MEETING

Theo
of
Golden

Allen Levi

Magnificat of St. Petersburg,

a Ministry to Women,
Invites you to our Mother-Daughter Magnificat Meal
Saturday, May 9, 2026, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm
Reservations—$18.00, Check payable to Magnificat
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle 5815 Fifth Avenue North
Join us for St. Jude’s Parish Mass at 8:15 am

Speaker: Christina Georgianni and her daughter,
Francesca Bauer
You may recognize Francesca as the host of Evenings
and Sunday Praise on 90.5 Spirit FM

Enjoy a hot breakfast followed by prayer, the rosary, and praise and
worship, along with spiritual wisdom from our guest advisor. Your
morning will culminate with the witness of Christina, and her daughter,
Francesca, our Praise and Worship leader, as they share their stories of
living authentic Catholic lives and demonstrating the love of our Lord.
You won't want to miss this holy spirit morning.

Please mail your check, to our treasurer, Linda Barron, 6069 Second
Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710. Checks must be received by May 4,
2026. Your ticket will be at the door. Seating is limited.

Questions or Need More Information? E-mail magnificatofstpeters-
burg@gmail.com or text Jane at 727-452-7404 or Linda at 727-415-
2693. https://magnificatsp.org/



Upcoming Events

Saturday, May 2
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions

Sunday, May 3
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses

Monday, May 4
6:30 pm “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Meeting

Tuesday, May 5
10:00 am Scripture Class

7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting
Wednesday, May 6

Adoration

5:30 pm Rosary

6:00 pm- 7:00 pm Holy Hour

Thursday, May 7
6:30 pm Choir Practice

Saturday, May 9
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions

Sunday, May 10 ~ Mother’s Day
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses
May Crowning on The Green after the 9:30 am Mass

Monday, May 11
6:30 pm “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Meeting

Tuesday, May 12
10:00 am Scripture Class

Wednesday, May 13
Adoration

5:30 pm Rosary

6:00 pm- 7:00 pm Holy Hour

Thursday, May 14

10:00 am Book Club

4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting
6:30 pm Choir Practice

Key for Events

PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CR=Cry Room
CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CH=Church, FF= Faith Formation Room

PL= Parking Lot

CR

CYH

CYH

CYH
FF

CH
CH

MR

CR

CYH

CYH

CYH

CH
CH

FF
FF
MR
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Pastor
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

Clergy Assistance
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta
Fr. Eric Peters

Mass Schedule
Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday 8:00 am
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm
Sunday
8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am

Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org

Confessions
Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm

Parish Office
Monday—Friday
9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm
1600 54th Ave S
St. Petersburg, FI 33712

Phone, (727) 867-3663
FAX, (727) 864-2679

Website, http://btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook

ﬂ flocknote

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at
btsp.flocknote.com


http://btsp.org/

Mobile Lung Screening Unit

TheMobileLung Screening
Unit is coming to your

location. Early detection of
lung cancer can save lives.

Scan the QR code, visit Moffitt.org/LungCare, or call 813-745-6635 /
813-745-1713 to register for your lung cancer screening at one of our
convenient Tampa Bay mobile locations.

Saturday, June 20 |10 AM - 4 PM

Mobile Lung Screening Clinic

Blessed Trinity  pjessed Trinity Catholic Church
Catholic Church 1600 5L|-th Ave. S. St petel’Sburg, FL-

Must be pre-registered - call 813-745-6635 or 813-745-1713

“No Cost Lung Screening-s for those without Health Insurance. M o FF I T T

Medicare and most health insurance will cover lung screenings. CANCER-CENTER

®



Arnold, Barbara
Baker Family
Barhorst, Brady
Barhorst, Rosemary
Becker, Mary

Brown, Bob & Beverly
Calamita, John
Christ, Kathryn
Connor, Kathryn
Cisek, Marilyn

Clark, Christine and
Henry

Clark, Brittany Noel
Clark, Matthew Pierce
Comeau, Teresa
Cortez, Patrick
Coughlin, Bernadette
Curcio, Louis
Daniels, Joshua
D’'Azzo, Lina
Delong, Judy
Delong, Todd
Distefano, Michael
Ellis, John

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Feltes, Lauren
Fitzgerald, Dan

Gawlik, Frank and Sofia
Genereux, Carol
Grimberg, Carol
Gutske, Karl

Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len

Hoffman, Bette
Hoskins, Kevin

Joyal, Christina
Kartsaklis, Michael
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael
Klima, Sue

Kraynak, Gary

Lague, Norbert
Lashley, Diana

LeVan, George

Lewis, Cynthia

Mays, Hank
Membreno, Mary & Gus
Narinelly, Sarah
Newcomb, Jeff
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QO’Connor, Mary
Palys, Constance
Parillo, Ceil

Parillo, Dave
Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen
Riordan, Donald
Romani, Angelo
Sacks, Laura

Anointing of the Sick

iH To request the Anointing
of the Sick for yourself or

727-867-3663.

Schulz, Ingrid
Shelby, Montez
Smith, Elizabeth
Stankiewicz, Cy
Vanderbeck, Cindy
Vanderbeck, Jay
Wagoner, Diane
Walsh, Thomas
Watson, Linda
Youngman, Ruth

At th

the

a loved one, please con-
Grief Support

tact the parish office,
is time, individual/one-on-one Grief

Support is available by calling Rachel at

church office. Group support

meetings will take place when a group is
formed. For more information call 867-
3663.

If you
added

or a close family member would like to be
or removed from our prayer list, please

contact the parish office at 727-867-3663.

look.

Advertise here to
reach your local
audience.
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Scan to get
started!

Parishioner

DEBRA ARCAMONTE

Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist

(727)409-0754
debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
3637 4th Street N. Suite 100 N
St. Petersburg, FL 33704 @ 3 @
[ coLDWELL BANKER REALTY

Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC B @
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Funeral & Cremation Services

Quality, Compassion, &
Personalized Care
Since 1987

ASPEN N. DONOHUE

Licensed Funeral Director,
Managing Director

your neighborhood.

Engage with consumers in

® Burglary
® Fire Safety

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

® Flood Detection
® Carbon Monoxide

[ADT | puhoized | gofeStreets
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PETERSBURG —

Funeral Home & Memorial Chapel

Michael Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710
® 727-954-0204

www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com

®

Brian Moloney

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

Advertise here
Call 800-950-9952

catholicmatch’

Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

27247 23rd Ave. North
727-323-2300

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Blessed Trinity Catholic Churc

h, St Petershurg, FL 16-0289



Brett Funeral Home

& Cremation Services

4810 Central Avenue
Tel. 727-321-3321

www.brettfuneralhome.net
Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Does your
organization
need a
newsletter?

We’'ll cover the

printing costs!

Learn more at
Ipicommunities.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

MDMedAlert!™ s
At HOME and AwAY! $19°

v Ambulance/Police
v’ Family/Friends
v GPS & Fall Alert

G 800.809.3570

[ /
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FREE AD
DESIGN WITH
PURCHASE OF

THIS SPACE

NANCY LABARE

Realtor | CENTURY 21 Coastal Alliance

“Every family and every dream deserves a home

11 800.950.9952
=2 that feels just right.” —W-Mr JolBoare

RAYMOND JAMES

Gasparilla
Festival

of the ArtS

S 56TH ANNUAL
FEB. 28 - MARCH 1
Make it a family day at GFA with FREE
admission, children’s activities, and more!

Advertise in Our
Church Bulletin!

Contact Trey Hill

thill@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x02613

JULIAN B. LANE RIVERFRONT PARK * TAMPA * gasparillaarts.com
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Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com
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