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The Our Father describes the Kingdom: It’s Eden 
Tom Hoopes - published on 04/26/26 
Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer so we would 
memorize the goal he has set for us. 
I have been discovering this year how much the 
Kingdom of heaven is the central focus of the 
Christian life. 
God is a loving Father, and he wants us to live 
in the kingdom he made for us, the Paradise of 
the Garden of Eden. In Eden, God was king, and 
he made Adam and Eve in his “image and like-
ness” and gave us “dominion.” But we used our 
dominion in a terrible way: We rejected God 
and handed Eden over to his enemy. He has 

been undoing our action and re-Edenizing the world ever since. 
Jesus gave us the Lord’s Prayer so we would memorize the goal he has set for us. 
It begins: Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
The Lord’s prayer starts by telling us everything we need to know about God, theologically. God is the Father-
creator, the noncontingent cause of everything. His dwelling place is in heaven — which means he is outside 
time and space, omnipresent and omniscient. As for his name, when Moses asked him what it was, he said, “I 
am.” He is not a being, but being itself, the ground of all being. 
In other words, God is the all-powerful, all-consuming fire, the source of all life. And yet we call him Our Fa-
ther. That means we are royalty: sons and daughters of the very source of all power. 
Next comes: Thy Kingdom Come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
We pray for his kingdom to come, and then we describe what that would look like. It would be a place where 
“his will is done on earth as in heaven,” in other words, Eden. 
God’s covenants have been rebuilding Eden for years, and they were fulfilled when two people came along 
who truly did his will on earth as it is in heaven. The Blessed Mother said, “Let it be done to me according to 
thy word,” becoming the Second Eve who freely brought Jesus into the world, and Jesus said, “Not my will but 
yours be done,” as the Second Adam. 
When we pray the Our Father, we are praying that we can join Mary and Jesus in doing his will on earth as it is 
in heaven. 
Then the prayer says: “Give us this day, our daily bread.” 
This is a prayer to live once again in a garden of plenty where we always have enough to eat. But notice, Jesus 
doesn’t say for each of us to pray for my daily bread, but our daily bread. The lesson is that the world has plen-
ty of food — it becomes Christ’s kingdom when we make the food ours, when we share it. 
But notice that the wording is strange. “Give us this day our daily bread” is like saying “Give us today our bread 

https://aleteia.org/author/tom-hoopes/
https://aleteia.org/2025/11/30/were-starting-year-a-whats-unique-about-it/
https://aleteia.org/2026/03/29/jesus-restores-the-garden-of-eden-in-holy-week/
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Mass Intentions  
Saturday, May 2, Vigil for the Fifth Sunday of Easter 
4:00 p.m. Connie Gueli (dec) 

Sunday, May 3, Fifth Sunday of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Eugene Donohoe (liv) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners 
11:30 a.m. Georgian Braun (dec) 

Monday, May 4, Monday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Benjamin DeMartino (dec) 

Tuesday, May 5, Tuesday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Connie Gueli (dec) 

Wednesday, May 6, Wednesday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations  

Thursday, May 7, Thursday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Elizabeth Donohoe (dec) 

Friday, May 8, Friday of the Fifth Week of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Celeste Donohoe (dec) 

Saturday, May 9, Vigil for the Sixth Sunday of Easter 
4:00 p.m. Jon White (liv) 

Sunday, May 10, Sixth Sunday of Easter 
8:00 a.m. Glen Davis (dec) 
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners 
11:30 a.m. William Murray (dec) 

today.” That’s because what the 
Greek original says in both 
Matthew and Luke, is “Give us this 
day our epiousios bread.” 
This means “Give us this day our 
super-essential bread,” says the 
Catechism — and that means we 
are praying for the Eucharist, the 
bread of the kingdom. Shortly after 
instituting the Eucharist, Jesus 
said, “I confer my kingdom on you, 
just as my Father has conferred 
one on me, that you may eat and 
drink at my table in my kingdom.” 
So when we pray “Give us this day 
our daily bread,” we are praying 
that we can share the food of the 
earth with each other the way God 
shares the food of heaven with us 
in his kingdom. 
Next is: Forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass 
against us. 
This is a petition to overturn the 
Fall, and be returned to the inno-
cence of Adam and Eve before 
they sinned in the Garden of Eden. 
This is exactly what Jesus did on 
the cross. The repentant thief said, 
“Remember me when you come 
into your kingdom,” and Jesus an-
swered, “Today you will be with 
me in paradise.” 
Last is “Lead us not into tempta-
tion but deliver us from evil.” 
The last petition speaks directly 
about returning us to what Eden 
was like before the temptation and 
the Fall. If you have ever messed 
up really badly in life, you probably 
wished you could go back and re-
live it and do the right thing. This is 
God giving us that chance to skip 
temptation and reject the serpent. 
And we pray for it every day. 
Originally published at Aleteia.org, 
reprinted with permission  

New Beginning at Blessed Trinity: 
Faith, Healing, and Health Outreach 

Carol Davis, volunteer FCN, is grateful to serve at Blessed Trinity Cath-
olic Church. After the 2024 hurricanes closed St. John Vianney Catholic 
Church (SJVCC) and following the loss of her husband, Blessed Trinity 
warmly welcomed Carol with compassion and support. 

In January, Carol and Trish Gonzalez, far right, volunteer FCN from 
SJVCC, hosted their first blood pressure screening event with 15 con-
gregants participating. Carol looks forward to expanding the ministry 
through CPR training, additional wellness events, and monthly health 
screenings. Adding a special family touch, Carol’s 12 year old grandson, 
Dalen, pictured right 
with Carol, designed the 
educational trifolds and 
spinning wheel at the 
event. 

From St. Anthony’s Hos-
pital Newsletter, March 
2026 

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/library/catechism/cat_view.cfm?recnum=7202
https://biblehub.com/luke/22-29.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/23-42.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/23-43.htm
https://biblehub.com/luke/23-43.htm
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Are You Hoping to Re-
ceive One of the Fol-
lowing Sacraments 

With Us? 
Matrimony 

Congratulations on your engage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida re-
quires at least six months prepara-
tion before marriage. Please call 
our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Genereux, 
at the Parish Office for an appoint-
ment before setting a date. 

Baptism 
We are honored that you would 
like to choose Blessed Trinity 
Catholic Church for the baptism of 
your child! We ask that you please 
call our Pastor, Fr. Wayne Gene-
reux, at the Parish Office to sched-
ule an appointment.  

Virtues, Explained! 
Diligence 

Christians are called to diligence in prayer, in self-scrutiny, in 
exercising virtue, in seeking God’s will, in detachment from the 
world and in reflecting on God’s word in Scripture: “If we are 
diligent in observing all of these commandments before the 
Lord, our God, as he commanded of us, then this will be our 
righteousness.” (Deuteronomy 6:25) 

Diligence is made possible by the freedom of will that we have 
been granted by God, and it is the virtue by which man can se-
cure for himself true happiness. (Gaudium et spes, 17) 

©LPi 



Page 5 

Second Collection will be for Grounds and Maintenance 

25% 

50% 

75% 

100%  -$79,863 

2026 GOAL 

$45,360 Paid as of  
April 24, 2026  

57% of our Goal  

Thank you for your generosity!  
Keep up the good work! 

Catholic Ministry Appeal 

Weekly Offering 
Weekly Giving 04/19/26 

Offertory  $  10,078 

Other Donations $       295 

St. Vincent de Paul $       227 

Weekly Giving 04/26/26 

Offertory  $  10,456 

Other Donations $          15 
St. Vincent de Paul $        160 

Restoring the Sacred $          85 

 

Thank you for your generosity! 

Magnificat of St. Petersburg,  
a Ministry to Women, 

Invites you to our Mother-Daughter Magnificat Meal 
Saturday, May 9, 2026, 9:30 am to 12:30 pm 
Reservations—$18.00, Check payable to Magnificat 
Cathedral of St. Jude the Apostle 5815 Fifth Avenue North 
Join us for St. Jude’s Parish Mass at 8:15 am  

Speaker: Christina Georgianni and her daughter,  
 Francesca Bauer 
 You may recognize Francesca as the host of Evenings  
 and Sunday Praise on 90.5 Spirit FM 

Enjoy a hot breakfast followed by prayer, the rosary, and praise and 
worship, along with spiritual wisdom from our guest advisor. Your 
morning will culminate with the witness of Christina, and her daughter, 
Francesca, our Praise and Worship leader, as they share their stories of 
living authentic Catholic lives and demonstrating the love of our Lord. 
You won’t want to miss this holy spirit morning.  

Please mail your check, to our treasurer, Linda Barron, 6069 Second 
Ave. N., St. Petersburg, FL 33710. Checks must be received by May 4, 
2026. Your ticket will be at the door. Seating is limited.  
Questions or Need More Information? E-mail magnificatofstpeters-
burg@gmail.com or text Jane at 727-452-7404 or Linda at 727-415-
2693. https://magnificatsp.org/ 
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Upcoming Events 
Saturday, May 2 
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions    CR 

Sunday, May 3 
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses CYH 

Monday, May 4 
6:30 pm “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Meeting  CYH 

Tuesday, May 5 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 
7:00 pm Knights of Columbus Meeting  FF 

Wednesday, May 6 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm– 7:00 pm Holy Hour     CH 

Thursday, May 7 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 

Saturday, May 9 
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions    CR 

Sunday, May 10 ~ Mother’s Day 
Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am and 9:30 am Masses CYH 
May Crowning on The Green after the 9:30 am Mass 

Monday, May 11 
6:30 pm “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Meeting  CYH 

Tuesday, May 12 
10:00 am Scripture Class     CYH 

Wednesday, May 13 
Adoration 
5:30 pm Rosary      CH 
6:00 pm– 7:00 pm Holy Hour     CH 

Thursday, May 14 
10:00 am Book Club     FF 
4:00 pm St. Vincent de Paul Meeting   FF 
6:30 pm Choir Practice     MR 

Key for Events 
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall, CR=Cry Room 
CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1, CH=Church, FF= Faith Formation Room 
PL= Parking Lot  

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at 
btsp.flocknote.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pastor 
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux 

Clergy Assistance 
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM 
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM 

Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM 
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM 
Fr. Victor Bartolotta 

Fr. Eric Peters  

Mass Schedule 
Weekday Masses 

Monday - Friday 8:00 am 
Weekend Masses 

Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm 
Sunday 

8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am 

Follow the Sunday Mass on our 
website, btsp.org 

Confessions 
Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm 

Parish Office 
Monday—Friday  

9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm 
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm 

1600 54th Ave S  
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712 

Phone, (727) 867-3663 
FAX, (727) 864-2679  

Website, http://btsp.org  

Like us on FaceBook 

http://btsp.org/




Arnold, Barbara 
Baker Family 
Barhorst, Brady 
Barhorst, Rosemary 
Becker, Mary 
Brown, Bob & Beverly 
Calamita, John 
Christ, Kathryn  
Connor, Kathryn 
Cisek, Marilyn 
Clark, Christine and 
Henry 
Clark, Brittany Noel 
Clark, Matthew Pierce 
Comeau, Teresa 
Cortez, Patrick 
Coughlin, Bernadette 
Curcio, Louis 
Daniels, Joshua 
D’Azzo, Lina 
DeLong, Judy 
DeLong, Todd 
Distefano, Michael 
Ellis, John 

Feltes, Lauren 
Fitzgerald, Dan 
Gawlik, Frank and Sofia 
Genereux, Carol 
Grimberg, Carol 
Gutske, Karl 
Hawkins, Ashlyn 
Hawkins, Barbara  
Helbig, Len 
Hoffman, Bette 
Hoskins, Kevin 
Joyal, Christina 
Kartsaklis, Michael 
Kehoe, Jonna and Michael 
Klima, Sue 
Kraynak, Gary 
Lague, Norbert 
Lashley, Diana 
LeVan, George 
Lewis, Cynthia 
Mays, Hank 
Membreno, Mary & Gus 
Narinelly, Sarah 
Newcomb, Jeff 

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound Page 7 

If you or a close family member would like to be 
added or removed from our prayer list, please 
contact the parish office at 727-867-3663. 

Anointing of the Sick 
To request the Anointing 
of the Sick for yourself or 
a loved one, please con-
tact the parish office, 
727-867-3663. 

O’Connor, Mary 
Palys, Constance 
Parillo, Ceil 
Parillo, Dave 
Parmigiani, Valerie 
Preeper, Helen 
Riordan, Donald 
Romani, Angelo  
Sacks, Laura 
Schulz, Ingrid 
Shelby, Montez 
Smith, Elizabeth 
Stankiewicz, Cy 
Vanderbeck, Cindy 
Vanderbeck, Jay 
Wagoner, Diane 
Walsh, Thomas 
Watson, Linda 
Youngman, Ruth 
 

Grief Support 
At this time, individual/one-on-one Grief 
Support is available by calling Rachel at 
the church office. Group support 
meetings will take place when a group is 
formed. For more information call 867-
3663. 

Florida
CatholicMatch.com/FL

727-323-2300 27247 23rd Ave. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies
Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

727-323-2300
27247 23rd Ave. North

St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

	 DEBRA ARCAMONTE
	 Realtor® | Luxury Property Specialist
	 (727)409-0754
	 debra.arcamonte@floridamoves.com
	 www.DebraarcamonteFloridaRealtor.com
	 3637 4th Street N. Suite 100
	 St. Petersburg, FL 33704

Parishioner Owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC

ASPEN N. DONOHUE
Licensed Funeral Director,  

Managing Director

Quality, Compassion, & 
Personalized Care 

Since 1987 

727.748.1580

Michael Moloney 	 	 Brian Moloney
Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710

727-954-0204
www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com
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	 4810 Central Avenue
	 Tel. 727-321-3321
	 www.brettfuneralhome.net
	 Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Brett Funeral Home 
& Cremation Services

 

MDMedAlert!™

4 Ambulance/Police  
4 Family/Friends 
4 GPS & Fall Alert

At HOME and AWAY!

IF YOU LIVE ALONE

md-medalert.com

$1995
/mo.

Starting At

800.809.3570CALL  
NOW!

Nancy LaBare, MBA, GRI, PSA | Realtor | Parishioner | 607-760-8483 | labarenc21@gmail.com

“Every family and every dream deserves a home 
   that feels just right.” 
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Contact Trey Hill
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(800) 950-9952 x02613


