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Give thanks to God for having created
you out of nothing

Published on 09/14/24, Philip Kosloski

God did not simply form you from of a clump of cells, but infused your physical body with a soul out of his
great mercy.

Do you ever think about why God created you? Did God create you for his own benefit?
Or did God create you out of the abundance of his love?

God certainly didn't have to create us, as he is infinitely perfect and has no need of us to fulfill an empty
void.

Yet, God created us, giving us both body and soul so that we may love him in return.
Gratitude to God

St. Francis de Sales begins his meditations in the Introduction to the Devout Life meditating on the great
love and mercy of God for creating us:

...Continued on next page
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Consider that but a few years
since you were not born into the
world, and your soul was as yet
non-existent. Where wert thou
then, O my soul? the world was
already old, and yet of thee
there was no sign.

God brought you out of this
nothingness, in order to make
you what you are, not because
He had any need of you, but
solely out of His Goodness.

He then urges the reader of
these meditations to give thanks
to God:

Give God thanks. O Great and
Good Creator, what do | not owe
Thee, Who didst take me from
out that nothingness, by Thy
Mercy to make me what | am?
How can | ever do enough
worthily to praise Thy Holy
Name, and render due thanks to
Thy Goodness?

After giving God thanks for
creating us, a natural response
is to do all that we can to follow
our Creator and to do anything
he asks of us.

| will alter my ways and
henceforth follow my Creator,
and realize that | am honored
by His calling me to the being
He has given; | will employ it
solely to obey His Will, by
means of the teaching He has
given me, of which | will inquire
more through my spiritual
Father.

If ever question God's love, we
can look to our own life and how
our very existence is the result
of God's love for us.

Originally published at Aleteia.org,
reprinted with permission
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A Life in the Spirit Day Seminar

« Learn about living a life in the power of the Holy Spirit

» Establish, re-establish or deepen your relationship with God

« Yield to the ongoing presence of the Holy Spirit in your life

« Come and learn how to have a more personal relationship with
Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy Spirit

%) DATE: Saturday, October 31st, 2026

(O TIME: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

© WHERE: In Parish Hall at St Jude's Cathedral
5815 5th Ave N St Petersburg, FL 33710

All Are Welcome!

If you cannot attend in person
© please join us on Zoom
Zoom Meeting ID: 870 4813 1125

| PASSCODE: 164234

Please Register by phone
Call Frank (727) 480-2610

*Please remember to bring your own lunch to the Seminar.We will be providing water.

Mass Intentions

Saturday, October 17, Vigil for Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. Charles Fegley Murray (dec)

Sunday, October 18, Twenty-ninth Sunday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Ann Deakins (dec)

9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners

11:30 a.m. Molly Webb (liv)

Monday, October 19, Memorial of Saints John de Brébeuf and Isaac
Jogues, Priests and Companions, Martyrs

8:00 a.m. Gerry Marchilena (liv)

Tuesday, October 20, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Robert Wilson (dec)

Wednesday, October 21, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Mass for Vocations

Thursday, October 22, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Stella Locricchio (dec)

Friday, October 23, Weekday in Ordinary Time
8:00 a.m. Laura Sacks (liv)

Saturday, October 24, Vigil for Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time
4:00 p.m. The Comeau and La Rosa Families (dec)

Sunday, October 25. Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time

8:00 a.m. John Joseph Burgess (liv)
9:30 a.m. Mass for Parishioners
11:30 a.m. Karen Robichaud (dec)
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October 18, 2026 Written by
THE
FAITHFUL

Twenty-ninth Sundayin  Jiscises

Ordinary Time
Is 45:1, 4-6 | 1 Thes 1:1-5b | Mt 22:15-21

GROW AS A DISCIPLE | pPrAY, STUDY, ENGAGE, SERVE

A mentor once told me that there is no sweeter sound than
that of one’s own name. It communicates that one is seen,
known, and cared for. We read in Isaiah today that God has
chosen Cyrus and has called him by name. In the Letter to

the Thessalonians, Paul and his followers “give thanks to God
always” for all in the community, knowing that each brother
and sister is “loved by God” and “chosen.” And although these
words are written about Cyrus and the Thessalonians, we trust
that God speaks these words to us as well. We have each been
chosen. Our Father calls each of us by name. It is sometimes
difficult to believe that God desires me and chooses me
individually. It is a love that | often fail to reciprocate, despite
my desire to do so. But that does not diminish the love God
has for me. | am not lost in the crowd of history and humanity.
Each of us was created with love and rejoiced over by our
heavenly Father.

GO EVANGELIZE

PRAYER, INVITATION, WITNESS, ACCOMPANIMENT

When Jesus is asked in today’s Gospel about the taxes due
to Caesar, he does not falter with his response. We must live
the truth of our faith in the world, but ultimately, what the
world asks of us is not the same as what our Creator desires.
Taxes are paid out of obligation, but God asks for our love. In
using the talents God has given us in caring for our brothers
and sisters, we acknowledge the fullness of the majesty and
wonder of our Creator. We do not have to isolate ourselves
from this world, but we must remember that we were not
created for this world. We have already been chosen and
claimed by our loving Father. And it is to him that we offer the
gift of our heart, which is infinitely more valuable than coins.

REFLECT

In the Gospel of Matthew, Christ also says, “For where

your treasure is, there also will your heart be.” (6:21) In light

of today’s Gospel, we must also consider whether our
participation in society in any way prevents us from offering
ourselves totally to God. Spend some time reflecting on what
it is that you truly treasure. Do you reserve the offering of your
heart for God? Or are you giving to the world what should be
reserved for God?
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Prayer for Protection during Hurricane Season

O God, Master of this passing world, hear the humble voices of your
children. The Sea of Galilee obeyed Your order and returned to its
former quietude.

O 40
DAYS FOR LIFE

Wednesday, Sep ber 23 - Sunday, N

You are still the Master of land and sea. We live in the shadow of a
danger over which we have no control: the Gulf, like a provoked and
angry giant, can awake from its seeming lethargy, overstep its
conventional boundaries, invade our land, and spread chaos and disaster.

ber 1st.

Blessed Trinity’s Day for
Peaceful Prayer:
Thursday, October 29th

Monday-Friday: 8 am to 6 pm
Saturdays 1 pm to 6 pm

During this hurricane season we turn to You, O loving Father. Spare us
from past tragedies whose memories are still so vivid and whose wounds
seem to refuse to heal with passing of time.

O Virgin, Star of the Sea, Our beloved Mother, we ask you to plead with
your Son on our behalf, so that spared from the calamities common to
this area and animated with a true spirit of gratitude, we will walk in the
footsteps of your Divine Son to reach the heavenly Jerusalem, where a
stormless eternity awaits us.

For Information Call: Cathy Browne
phone: (646) 552-8015
Email: cathy6browne@yahoo.com

Amen.
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Are You Hoplng to
Receive One of the AT MAXIMOrointorse
. Sunshine
FoIIowm_g Sacr:ments PARK Skonway Ln S,
With Us?* Shelter #5
M t . FAMILY FUN | GAMES FOR ALL AGES |
a rlmony FREE ENTRY | DONATIONS APPRECIATED

Congratulations on yourengage-
ment! Every Diocese in Florida re-
quires at least six months prepara-
tion before marriage. Please call

our Pastor, Fr. WayneGenereux, at
the Parish Office for an appoint- ment
before setting a date.

Baptism
We are honored that you would like
to choose Blessed Trinity Catholic
Church for the baptism of your child!
We ask that you please
call our Pastor, Fr. WayneGene- reux,
at the Parish Office to sched- ule an
appointment.

Gather your friends, family, and loved ones for a
delightful day filled with laughter, food and the
beauty of the waterfront!

Bring a dish to share, v

dogs, plates, cups, utens 0
Dont’ forget to bring a serving utensil for your dish,
lawn chair, and sunscreen!

(9
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Weekly Offering

Weekly Giving 10/11/26
Offertory $7,799
Other Donations $ 15
Restoring the Sacred $ 1,929
St. Vincent de Paul $ 186

Catholic Ministry Appeal $ 20
Mission Sunday-Nat'l Collection
$ 15

Thank you for your
generosity!

Catholic Ministry Appeal

a%‘@&

CATHOLIC
MINISTRY

B 2026GOAL <@
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)
=—100% -$79,863

75%

50%

25%

Collected to date:
$73,606.00 which is 92%
Amounts pledged or expected:
$82,233 which is 103%)!

Thank you for your generosity!
Keep up the good work!
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Dust off your aprons,
get out your best recipe, (
and come and taste
some delicious chilies §
while showing off , i
=, your recipe! N

N\ CAST YOUR VOTE 4
FORTHE 2

) :nx BEST CHII.ISI

Everyday Stewardship

Many years ago, during faith formation in my parish, one of the
children wrote something that wasn't very nice on a textbook that
belonged to someone else. Being the pastoral associate that
oversaw the program, | began the investigation immediately. Slowly |
began eliminating suspects until it became obvious who the
perpetrator was. He denied he was the one, but after much pressure
he broke down and confessed. Of course, | derived no satisfaction
from finding out the culprit. Of course, it was my own son.

My son didn't want to come clean because he naturally feared what |
would say and do when | found out. He also knew that our pastor
would find out as well. He felt accountable for his actions and that
made it very difficult for him. He realized he let himself, others that
loved him, and God down. It was a lesson learned that wasn't much
fun to go through. What | was grateful for was the fact that he felt the
weight of what he had done. If he hadn't, things would have been
very different.

That was a long time ago and when | reflect on it, | think about how
often we all do things we regret and then have to face the
consequences. But that's what being accountable is all about. We
are accountable to those we love, to our neighbor, and to our God.
When we begin to slide into a worldview that focuses too much on
ourselves, we can easily make decisions that hurt others. We must
always seek to do what is good in the eyes of God and that respects
others. When we are children this is easier said than done. Alright,
let's be honest--it isn't always so easy as adults either.

-Tracy Earl Welliver, MTS



Upcoming Events
*Church closed due to renovations,
Masses will be held in Parish Center.
Saturday, October 17
2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions MC
Sunday, October 18

Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am Mass only CYH
Monday, October 19

4:00 pm Hands Only CPR Training CYH
6:30 pm “Life in the Spirit” Prayer Meeting CYH
Tuesday, October 20

10:00 am Scripture Class CYH
Wednesday, October 21

5:30 pm Adoration PH
Saturday, October 24

2:30 pm-3:30 pm Confessions MC
Sunday, October 25

Coffee and Donuts after the 8:00 am Mass only CYH

Key for Events
PC= Parish Center, MR=Music Room, CYH= Courtyard Hall,
MC=Ministries Center, CYH-1= Courtyard Hall Classroom #1,
CH=Church, FF= Faith Formation Room, PL= Parking Lot

Faith Community Nurses
Present:

This class is free and provided by the Faith
Community Nurses of Blessed Trinity Church and
St. Anthony’s Hospital. AED instruction is also
provided. To register or if you have any questions
please contact Carol Davis by email at
davisonthewater@aol.com

or call or text at 727 385 2528.

Learn A Life Saving Skill!
Monday, October 19"

4:00 pm in Courtyard Hall

Text BTSP to 84576 or online at
btsp.flocknote.com

& flocknote
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All Are Welcome To Join The
Blessed Trinity Social Group

Mappy

2210 Central, Aue.
GFriday, Cetober 30th

i the 8:00 mass

Pastor
Rev. Wayne C. Genereux

Clergy Assistance
Fr. Jack McDowell, OFM
Fr. Randall Roberts, OFM
Fr. Anthony Fortunato, OdeM
Fr. Ken Breen, OdeM
Fr. Victor Bartolotta
Fr. Eric Peters

Mass Schedule
Weekday Masses
Monday - Friday 8:00 am
Weekend Masses
Saturday Vigil at 4:00 pm
Sunday
8:00 am, 9:30 am and 11:30 am

Follow the Sunday Mass on our
website, btsp.org

Confessions
Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm

Parish Office
Monday—Friday
9:00 am-12:00 pm and 1-4 pm
Closed for Lunch Noon to 1:00 pm
1600 54th Ave S
St. Petersburg, FI 33712

Phone, (727) 867-3663
FAX, (727) 864-2679

Website, http:// btsp.org
Like us on FaceBook



John W. McDowell, OFM
St. Anthony Friary
357 2 Street North
St. Petersburg, FL. 33701

Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Peace and all good to you and your loved ones.

I have missed you, and I want you to know how deeply grateful I am for your
continued prayers, support, encouragement, and love. Your reaching out to me has

meant so much, and I thank each and every one of you.

I also want to thank you for your continued support of Franciscan Helping Hands.
You have been most generous, and because of your generosity, we have been able
to continue our support of the homeless, St. Joseph’s Food Pantry, and Clothes To
Kids, an organization that provides clothing to children in need.

A special thank-you to Tracey Duehl, Jim and Susan Kruss, and Tom Connolly,
who have acted on my behalf, as well as to the many others who continue each day
to imitate Christ in the footsteps of St. Francis of Assisi.

On October 3, 2026, we celebrated the 800" anniversary of the death of St.
Francis. It amazes me that, after 800 years, people still strive to follow his example
and live out the ideals and teachings he preached.

Boy, does our world need to see more people who put their faith into action!

While I have been “missing in action” this past year, I must confess that during the
almost 10 years I have been at Blessed Trinity Church, I have witnessed the
Franciscan spirit being lived out in action in so many beautiful ways.

As we celebrate 800 years of Franciscan ideals, we are reminded of the words Pax
et Bonum — Peace and all good. The Franciscan spirit calls us to live out the
Gospel of Jesus Christ through simplicity, humility, and a deep reverence for all of
God’s creation.

St. Francis saw all of nature and creation as brothers and sisters, teaching us to
treat the earth and all living things with deep reverence. What a beautiful reminder
for all of us that our faith is not simply something we believe, but something we
are called to put into action.

Franciscan Friars
Province of Our Lady of Guadalupe



With the holiday season right around the corner, 1 know that many organizations
will be looking for help and support. Franciscan Helping Hands may also be able
to get a head start on the holiday season, as many stores will be offering flash sales,
special sales, and Prime Days in the coming weeks. Having funds on hand would
allow us to take advantage of these opportunities and stretch your generous
donations even further.

I am grateful and delighted by your continued generosity and support, which
allows Franciscan Helping Hands to continue its work of reaching out to those in
need.

Thank you for all that you do, for your prayers, and for continuing to put your faith
into action. May the spirit of St. Francis continue to inspire all of us to live the
Gospel with humility, compassion, generosity, and love.

1

Peace and all good, eb

Fr. Jack ( ;/g[_ﬁf 0’2/}\/



Advanced Care Planning:
Your Wishes Matter

What is a healthcare surrogate? Questions:
Who will speak for you if you can’t speak for yourself?

Carol Davis
Have you formally named a health care surrogate?

Who should have a copy of your Advanced Care Plan? davisonthewater@aol.com

Join us as Jonnelyn Newman, BSN, RN from
St. Anthony’s
Hospital Faith Community Nursing Department will
answer your questions and discusses the importance of Let’s start
creating and updating your advance care plan.

the conversation!
Thursday, November 12,
3:00—4:00 p.m.
Thursday, November 12|3:00—4:00

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church

Courtyard Hall -
" BayCare

FAITH COMMUNITY NURSING



Arnold, Barbara
Baker Family
Barhorst, Brady
Barhorst, Rosemary
Becker, Mary
Boetger, Carole
Brown, Bob & Beverly
Burns, Larry

Christ, Kathryn
Clark, Christine and
Henry

Clark, Brittany Noel
Clark, Matthew Pierce
Comeau, Teresa
Cortez, Patrick
Coughlin, Bernadette
Curcio, Louis
Daniels, Joshua
Delong, Judy
Delong, Todd
Dietrich, Wayne
Distefano, Michael
Ellis, John

Feltes, Lauren

Please Pray for Our Sick and Homebound

Fitzgerald, Dan
Flanigan, Jack
Gawlik, Frank and Sofia
Genereux, Carol
Grimberg, Carol
Gutske, Karl
Hawkins, Ashlyn
Hawkins, Barbara
Helbig, Len
Hoffman, Bette
Hoskins, Kevin
Hurley, Scott
Joyal, Christina
Kartsaklis, Michael
Klima, Sue
Kraynak, Gary
Lague, Norbert
Lashley, Diana
LeVan, George
Lewis, Cynthia
Mays, Hank
McDowell, Jack
Merinar, Betty

Membreno, Mary & Gus

Narinelly, Sarah
Newcomb, Jeff
O’Connor, Mary
Parillo, Ceil
Parillo, Dave
Parmigiani, Valerie
Preeper, Helen
Riordan, Donald
Riordan, Mary
Romani, Angelo
Sacks, Laura
Shelby, Montez
Smith, Elizabeth
Stankiewicz, Cy
Thiele, Rosemarie
Vanderbeck, Cindy
Vanderbeck, Jay
Wagoner, Diane
Walsh, Thomas
Watson, Linda
Weselowski, Chris
Youngman, Ruth
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Anointing of the Sick

jﬁ To request the Anointing of
the Sick for yourself or a

loved one, please con-
tact the parishoffice,
727-867-3663.
Grief Support
At this time, individual/ one-on-one Grief
Support is available by calling Rachel at the
church office. Group support meetings will

take place when a group is formed. For more
information call 867- 3663.

If you or a close family member would like to be added
or removed from our prayer list, please contact the
parish office at 727-867-3663.

Paul A. Mevoli, D.M.D.
Wade W. Hancock, D.M.D.
5415 Park St. North ¢ St. Petersburg, FL

727-546-PAUL

WE'RE HIRING

Ad Sales Executives

Paid Training
Some Travel

Full-time with Benefits

o

L]

e Work-life Balance

L]

e Serve Your Community

Advertise Here!

ADT-Monitored
Home Security

Get 24-Hour Protection
From a Name You Can Trust

Burglary

® Flood Detection

Fire Safety ® Carbon Monoxide

SafeStreets

e

PETERSBURG —
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Funeral Home & Memorial Chapel

Michael Moloney

Family Owned | Veteran Owned

Serving Pinellas County and the Greater New York Area for Four Generations

Inquiry: service@stpetefuneralhome.com
6201 Central Ave. St Petersburg, FL 33710
® 727-954-0204

| www.stpetersburgfuneralhome.com |

For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952  www.4lpi.com

®

Brian Moloney

Blessed Trinity Catholic Church, St Petershurg, FL

WE APPRECIATE
OUR ADVERTISERS

They allow us to
print this bulletin.
Thank you!

Support Our
Advertisers!

catholicmatch’

Florida

CatholicMatch.com/FL
Complete Plumbing Services & Supplies

Johnnie Jones Plumbing Co.

Founded by Carl H. Jonasson Sr.
Barbara J. Pace CFC 1427395

27247 23rd Ave. North
St. Petersburg, FL 33713-4318

727-323-2300

16-0289



[' (- 4810 Central Avenue
Brett Funeral Home a5 mnisn
&, C?"emat'lon SerceS www.brettfuneralhome.net

Catholic Owned & Operated Since 1960

Does your Little

organization

need a spdace.

newsletter? Bi
We’'ll cover the

printing costs! u] Pyt imeCt.

WILLS, TRUSTS, PROBATE, ESTATES AND DUI

eﬁ Peggy Clarie

“" 5922 9th Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33710
(727) 345-0041 | www.clarielaw.com

IF YOU LIVE ALONE ZIN

MDMedAlert!™ T
v Ambulance/Police ay

Learn more at - L Advertise here
Ipicommunities.com Call 800-950-9952

4 T‘.:‘ CLARIE LAW OFFICES, P.A.

Advertise in Our scan to get

+’ Family/Friends — N Ch h Bulletin! started!

v GPs & Fall Aler R ¥ urch Bulietin: look. El,m;El
SWITCHOVERS N - dveriiealh

Welcome b' | contact Scott Messner feavc;r:t;/s:ur?ggct? &!@

smessner@4LPi.com audience. tae rﬂ‘
800 809 3570 .\g @ 6 (800) 950-9952 x6307 R |

md-medalert.com

Scan to subscribe on
parishesonline.com

@ For ad info. call 1-800-950-9952 e www.4lpi.com Blessed Trinity Catholic Church, St Petersburg, FL 16-0289



