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MASS 
SCHEDULE 
WEEKDAY MASS 
Monday - Saturday | 8:00am 
WEEKEND MASS 
Saturday Vigil | 5:00pm 
Sunday | 7:30am, 9:00am, 
10:30am 
Sacraments 
YOU ARE REQUIRED TO BE A 

REGISTERED AND ACTIVE 
PARISHIONER FOR ONE YEAR 
IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

AND/OR MARRIAGE 
BAPTISM 
Celebrated ONLY on the 4th 
Sunday, after the 10:30am Mass 
or by appointment.  
Please contact the Parish Office 
or 
tpinnella@nativitycatholic.org 
MARRIAGE 
Saturdays, 11:00am or 2:00pm. 
Contact the Parish Office. 
ANOINTING OF THE SICK 
Encouraged for anyone critically 
ill, for the elderly, or prior to 
major surgery. 
RECONCILIATION 
Saturday | 3:30-4:30 pm 
EUCHARIST 
Weekday Mass |  
Monday - Saturday at 8:00am  
Eucharist Adoration|  
Monday - Friday 8:30am-9:00am  
Perpetual Help Novena | 

Tuesdays after 8:00am Mass 

NATIVITY STAFF 
PASTOR 
Fr. Agustin Opalalic 
 858-756-1911 frato@nativitycatholic.org 
PRINCIPAL 
Brittany Bateman 
www.thenativityschool.org 
PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
Deacon Noel Rivera| 858-756-1911 
nrivera@nativitycatholic.org 
BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGER 
Lourdes Bareño Barton | 858-756-1911 
lbarton@nativitycatholic.org 
FACILITIES MANAGER 
Gustavo Ortiz | 858-756-1911 
gortiz@nativitycatholic.org 
DIRECTOR OF  
CATECHETICAL MINISTRY 
RCIA & YOUTH MINISTER 
Mike James | 858-756-1911 
mjames@nativitycatholic.org 
Family Faith Formation  
COORDINATOR 
Michelle Atkins 
matkins@nativitycatholic.org 
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CONTACT US 
CHURCH & SCHOOL LOCATION 
6309 El Apajo Road 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
THE NATIVITY SCHOOL 
858-756-6763 
P.O. Box 9180 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Friday | 8:30am-3 pm 

858-756-1911 
www.nativitycatholic.org 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 8770 

Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
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ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

MISSION STATEMENT   
  We are a praying, learning, and caring community fulfilling the mission God 

gives us in baptism by our worship in faith, by our witness in hope,  

and by our  service in love. 

Praying through the Sacraments,  

Learning through  Religious Education,  

Caring through  Pastoral Care. 

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tula Pinnella | 858-756-1911 
tpinnella@nativitycatholic.org 
DIRECTOR OF  
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Viktor Shekhtman 
vshekhtman@nativitycatholic.org 
PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Milan Brandon, William Haynor 
Bill  Hearne, Kathy Klink,  
Stephanie Kourie, 
FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jeff Brandon, Kim Ip, 
James Keenan, Byrnes Lambert,  
Jackie Marin, 
Catherine Mowbray-Lorenz 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT COORDINATOR 
John Marin | 858-756-1911 

Until the end of the month July 
2025, masses will be celebrated 
outside the church, at the  
Garden of the Nativity during the 
weekdays.  
 
Masses will be done inside the 

church on weekends. 
 
The preparation process will begin for the  
installation of the “pipe organ” which includes  
working on the HVAC, as well as other projects. 
 
Therefore, we will have NO SCHEDULED activities in 
the church during this time to ensure everyone's  
safety. 
 
Thank you very much for your patience and  
understanding. 



 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 

PASTORAL CARE 
 
NATIVITY SAMARITANS 
Stephanie Kourie 
skourie@nativitycatholic.org 
HOLY COMMUNION  
FOR THE SICK 
For the homebound; upon 
request. 
Small Christian Communities -  
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion & Sacristans 
Pat James | 
pjames@nativitycatholic.org 
 

MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY 
Lisa James | 858-367-0049 
ljames@nativitycatholic.org 
USHERS 
Corbitt Kerr | 
ckerr@nativitycatholic.org 
LECTORS 
Tamara Blum 

tblum@nativitycatholic.org 

Terri Matthews 
tmatthews@nativitycatholic.org  

LIFE MINISTRY 

Natasha Bullock-Odero 

nbullock-

odero@nativitycatholic.org 

MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY 7/19 
8:00am Norma Walter SI 
5:00pm Kathryn Snyder RIP 
Sunday 7/20 
7:30am Barbara Melbrod RIP 
9:00am For all Parishioners 
10:30AM Judy Bartolotta RIP 

Monday 7/21 
Trees Verheggen SI 
TUESDAY 7/22 
Alberto Sanchez Ibarra RIP 
WEDNESDAY  7/23 
Jack McRoskey RIP 
THURSDAY 7/24 
Florinda Montes RIP 
FRIDAY 7/25  
LeRoy Lawrence Laqua SI 
SATURDAY 7/26 
8:00am In Thanksgiving 
5:00pm Judy Bartolotta RIP 

 

 

 

From now until August 2nd, we are helping one of our parish philanthropy partners with 

backpacks for a Hillcrest elementary school, which caters to low income families.  

Please place all donations in the Samaritans’ bins in the 

Commons.  

Any kind of school supplies as well as backpacks will be 

gratefully appreciated.  

 

Florence Elementary has 200 students  we are trying to 

provide "Back Packs of Love" with  

corresponding school supplies for Pre-K - 5th grade.   

Donations will be picked up by August 1st. 
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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 
Today is the sixteenth Sunday in Ordinary time.  For two Sundays we have our Gospel readings focused 

on some elements of discipleship that has been the theme of the past several Sunday readings.  Briefly, 

discipleship is a response to the call of Jesus to follow Him demanding knowledge of His person, his 

mission and teachings, the decision to follows him by totally leaving behind everything that would  

hinder oneself from making Jesus the center of our lives and finally being active agents of the mission 

for which Jesus himself was sent into the world, namely in order to proclaim the reign of God.  These 

three elements were the points that the gospel of the past Sundays mentioned and which we reflected on. 

Last Sunday we heard about the parable of the Good Samaritan.  This story relayed by the gospel told us 

how Jesus wants every disciple to be a “good neighbor,” just like the act of compassion that the Good 

Samaritan showed towards the victim of the robbers who was left half-dead on the road bypassed by a 

priest and a Levite for reasons that may be understood as both religious and cultural.  Nonetheless it was 

the Good Samaritan, who went out of his way who turned out to be a true good neighbor, by being  

compassionate with the victim and showing his love without expecting anything in return.  This is the 

how a disciple of Jesus is expected to treat every person, especially those who are suffering, the poor, the 

oppressed and those who are marginalized in society. 

Our gospel reading today continues our reflections on discipleship.  The story about the hospitality of 

Abraham may be considered as a background context in the consideration of discipleship, showing a way 

to consider discipleship also as a means to look on how visits our lives and how we respond to his  

visitations.  The gospel reading speaks on how there could be two possible ways of responding to God’s 

visitations, either by active serving him or by actively listening to him.  The models given in the gospel is 

that of Martha who was so concerned about serving Jesus, her guest and Mary, who spent her time in  

attentively listening to the words of the Master.  These two models have become the ways the many  

disciples have engaged in their response to the call of Jesus into discipleship and their participation in the 

mission.  On the one hand, many actively involve themselves in the social concerns of the Church,  

working for the poor, defending the rights of the oppressed, seeking justice where their injustice reigns in 

the lives of people.  These disciples are the socially minded followers of Jesus.  On the other hand, there 

are so spend their lives in active contemplation, in deep prayer and silence in order to respond to the call 

of Jesus for discipleship. 

The answer of Jesus to Martha is worth consideration. He said “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 

worried about many things.  There is need for only one thing.  Mary has chosen the better part, and it will 

not be taken from her.”  This answer appears to affirm the reality that being contemplative and prayerful 

is only what is necessary.  However, we must consider that being concerned with the plight of our  

brothers in need is also very important in the lives of being disciples as mentioned in the gospel read last 

Sunday wherein Jesus “go and do likewise” in response to the lawyer’s question as who is “my  

neighbor.”  When one gives oneself in order to serve the other because of the inspiration coming from 

listening to Jesus, his words in Scriptures and the teachings of the Church, one becomes truly enlightened 

and fully aware that his work is indeed done in response to the call of discipleship.  Both ways, being  

active and contemplative, are ways of being disciples.  However, one’s action on behalf of the welfare of 

others because of his love for Jesus whom he has listened attentively and obeyed with dedication,  

become a more noble way to doing one’s discipleship and participating in the mission of Jesus in the 

world today.  Let us pray that we all become attentive listeners to Jesus and His Church so that we can 

truly assist our brothers in need with compassion and love just like the Good Samaritan every day in our 

lives.   



 

 

Now that we’re a month into transitioning all of our digital 

giving to SecureGive, we need your help.  

We ask that you continue to support the  

ministry of Church of the Nativity by taking a few minutes 

to sign up with SecureGive using the link below.  

 

 
 

 

 
 

If you have any questions, we are always here to help.  
Please contact us at (858) 756-1911 or by emailing lbarton@nativitycatholic.org.  
We appreciate all you do to further the mission of Church of the Nativity to introduce 
Jesus to as many people as possible.  
                                                                                       The Church of the Nativity Team  



 

 



 

 

• Go to formed.org/signup 
• Search for our parish:  
Zip 92067  
or Church of the Nativity. 
• Register with your name 
and email address . 
• Check your email: for a link to activate your 
account.  FREE SUBSCRIPTION! 

SUNDAY READINGS  
First Reading: 
They asked Abraham, "Where is your wife  
Sarah?" He replied, "There in the tent." One of 
them said, "I will surely return to you about 
this time next year, and Sarah will then have a 
son." (Gn 18:10) 
Psalm: 
He who does justice will live in the presence of 
the Lord. (Ps 15) 
Second Reading: 
It is Christ in you, the hope for glory. It is he 
whom we proclaim. (Col 1:27-28) 
Gospel: 
The Lord said to her in reply, "Martha, Martha, 
you are anxious and worried 
about many things. There is need of only one 
thing. Mary has chosen the better part and it 
will not be taken from her." (Lk 10:42) 
©LPi 
 
 
Readings for the week of July 20, 2025 
Sunday: Gn 18:1-10a/Ps 15:2-3, 3-4, 5 (1a)/
Col 1:24-28/Lk 10:38-42 
Monday: Ex 14:5-18/Ex 15:1bc-2, 3-4, 5-6/Mt 
12:38-42 
Tuesday: Sg 3:1-4b or 2 Cor 5:14-17/Ps 63:2, 
3-4, 5-6, 8-9/Jn 20:1-2, 11-18 
Wednesday: Ex 16:1-5, 9-15/Ps 78:18-19, 23-
24, 25-26, 27-28/Mt 13:1-9 
Thursday: Ex 19:1-2, 9-11, 16-20b/Dn 3:52, 
53, 54, 55, 56/Mt 13:10-17 
Friday: 2 Cor 4:7-15/Ps 126:1bc-2ab, 2cd-3, 4-
5, 6/Mt 20:20-28 
Saturday: Ex 24:3-8/Ps 50:1b-2, 5-6, 14-15/Mt 
13:24-30 
Next Sunday: Gn 18:20-32/Ps 138:1-2, 2-3, 6-
7, 7-8 (3a)/Col 2:12-14/Lk 11:1-13 
 
 
Observances for the week of July 20, 2025 
Sunday: 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Lawrence of Brindisi, Priest and 
Doctor of the Church 
Tuesday: St. Mary Magdalene 
Wednesday: St. Bridget, Religious 
Thursday: St. Sharbel Makhlūf, Priest 
Friday: St. James, Apostle 
Saturday: Sts. Joachim and Anne, Parents of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Next Sunday: 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
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Locals Serving Locals Since ‘85 – Nativity Parishioners
2087 San Elijo Ave. • Cardiff, CA 92007

World Famous Tri Tip - Fresh Meat & Seafood
Catering & Full Deli - Local Produce

(760) 753-5445 | www.seasidemarket.com

John F. Griffing DDS
Cosmetic & Implant

Dentistry

530 Lamas Santa Fe ,Solana Beach, CA

(858) 755-7149
lomassantafedental@sbcglobal.net

- Parishioner -

EXPERIENCED

Dental Care

“WE STRIVE TO MEET YOUR
INTEGRATIVE HEALTHCARE NEEDS”

PERSONAL IN HOME 
CARE SERVICES

Rina Chang, RN
CEO/FOUNDER OF

SAGE HEALTH SYSTEM

858-771-1020
www.Sagehealthsystem.com
rina@sagehealthsystem.com

6105 Paseo Delicias Ste#8A
Rancho Sante Fe, CA

HCO #374700310

Stephen Hutton, DMD, MS, MPH 
• Board Certified Periodontics & 

Implant Surgery
• Diplomate International  

Congress of Oral Implantologists
• Certified LANAP Clinician (Laser  

Periodontal & Implant Regeneration)

Peter Nordland, DMD, MS
• Board Certified Periodontist
• Fellow American Academy of 

Esthetic Dentistry
• President International Society  

of Periodontal Plastic Surgeons

Comprehensive Board Certified 
Oral Plastic Surgeons 

Parishioner

Minimally Invasive Microsurgery 
Natural Esthetic Results

Esthetic Gum Sculpting • Implant Surgery 
Connective Tissue Grafting • Bone Grafting 

Laser Surgery • Tooth Extraction • IV Sedation 
Periodontal Disease Surgery and Management

SCAN FOR WEBSITE 
oralplasticsurgery.com 

(858)-459-7374
850 Prospect Street | La Jolla, CA 92037

*Actual case: single implant and single crown to 
replace missing tooth, no other teeth veneered 
or treated

LET’S CREATE
SOMETHING MAGICAL

WEDDINGS • EVENT DESIGN
CELEBRATIONS • FUNERALS

(760) 535-9149
WWW.STUDIOFLEURISH.COM

INDEPENDENT | ASSISTED| MEMORY CARE
Villa Lorena, adjacent to Rancho Santa Fe, offers personalized  

activities, compassionate care, and exquisite dining.

858.756.9600
Professional Asset Management and Trust Services
Deana Carter | 858.410.1309 | www.firstamtrust.com

 

    

760-436-8900

Small Businesses & Law Firms
Custom Strategy
Websites, social media, ads, SEO and more. Let us 
manage the digital stuff while you handle the business.

Elevated Graphics
Stand out in conferences and courtrooms with 
professional decks and trial graphics that make an impact.

Arielle Kai Taramasco Parishioner
(323) 989-2127

KAIMANA.TARAMASCO@GMAIL.COM 

WWW.KAIMANA-T.COM
Free 30-minute consultation with the mention of this ad!

Offering Experience and Integrity in The Practice of Law

REAL ESTATE • CIVIL LITIGATION
ESTATE PLANNING • BUSINESS PLANNING

 5531 Cancha de Golf Ste 205 Rancho Santa Fe • www.burkhardtandlarson.com • 858.756.3743

15%
All Pottery,
Fountains,

Plants, 
Succulents,
and More!

Church of the Nativity Parishioners
mention this ad for your discount!

310 PCH 136 Ranger Rd
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University of Notre Dame Grad. 
USC School of Dentistry

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
Parishioner

858.481.2596 • drmrh@pacbell.net 
12395 El Camino Real #213 • San Diego, CA 

Anne Truitt, M.D. - Parishioner & Nativity School Parent
Board-certified Dermatologist
Fellowship-trained Mohs Micrographic Surgeon
Recognized Expert in Aesthetic Procedures
Veteran and USAF Academy Graduate

Healthy Skin is Beautiful Skin™

16918 Dove Canyon Road, Suite 102
San Diego, CA

(858) 292-5101 • www.healthyskinSD.com

Mention this ad for a 10% 
discount on our science-driven 

skin care products.

BARRAGAN BARRAGAN 
PLUMBINGPLUMBING

Repairs - Instillations - New Construction

619-807-7376 • Local Parishioner

  GRAB YOURGRAB YOUR
BUTCHER BOXBUTCHER BOX
SELECTIONSSELECTIONS

AT RANCH 45AT RANCH 45

PRIME CUTS ANDPRIME CUTS AND
OTHEROTHER

EXCLUSIVEEXCLUSIVE
MEMBERSHIPMEMBERSHIP

OFFERSOFFERS   

SCAN QR CODE HERESCAN QR CODE HERE
FOR MORE DETAILSFOR MORE DETAILS

512 VIA DE LA VALLE #102 
SOLANA BEACH, CA 92075

(858) 461-0092

SHANNON & MARQUARD, APC
www.SDTAC.com

(858) 558-5550
5230 Carroll Canyon Rd., Ste 102

San Diego, CAJeanne A. Shannon, C.P.A.
jeanne@sdtac.com

Jeremiah S. Marquard, C.P.A
jeremy@sdtac.com

Call your local o®ce todayCall your local o®ce today

858-523-9170858-523-9170

Care and comfort atCare and comfort at
a moments noticea moments notice

760-489-2938

www.andersonstatelaw.com
Attorneys Mark A. Anderson  

and Cale D. Beck

“We help families painlessly transfer their wealth and
value to their chosen loved ones.”

145 South Fig Street, Escondido, CA

Specialists in Estate Planning
F Revocable Living Trusts F Trust Administration F Charitable Trusts 

F Probate F  Education Trusts F Wills F  Special Needs Trusts  
F Powers of Attorney F  40 Years Experience 

F  House Calls Available  F  FREE Initial Consultation

VO L K E RT
INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT, INC.

Diversify Investment Portfolio
Niche Investment Arena • References

Andrew M. Volkert, President
Catholic Owned and Operated

858-761-3549 • andyvolkert@iCloud.com 
www.VolkertInvestment.com

Serving the Parishioners of the
Church of the Nativity for Over 12 Years

For information and to
schedule a tour contact:
Amber Zendejas
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
Amber@NazarethHouseSD.org | 619-563-0480 | Mission Valley

• Daily Mass in our Chapel
• Nurses 24/7
• Quality Care & Activities
• Scenic Patio Views from      
   your Private Room

“Caring for the mind, body, and soul since 1974”

Lic# 372000400

PATRICIA MARIE NELSON
INTERIOR DESIGN

www.patriciamarienelsonid.com

Residential
Renovation
New Construction
Hospitality
Full Service
Consultation

NCIDQ Certified #5179
Parishioner

pmarienelson@aol.com
805-801-6256



 

 

The R.C.I.A. (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is now in 
the process of changing it’s name to O.C.I.A. (Order for 
Christian Initiation for Adults). 
 
The decision to change the name stems from the idea that 
the Catholic journey is continual.  It is a lifelong commitment 
each catechumen or candidate is making to the Church.   
The word “order” also reflects the progressive nature of this 

spiritual journey.  OCIA is not a one-time event but a journey with distinct stages.  Another reason for 
the name change is to more accurately portray the fact that there are multiple rites integrated into the 
larger process of becoming Catholic.  The process itself is not one “rite.” 
 
Who is it for? 
• Those who want to convert to Catholicism 
• Those who want to learn more about the Catholic faith 
• Catholics who need to prepare for a missed sacrament, such as Confirmation 
Catholics who would like a refresher course on the basics of Catholicism 
 
During each O.C.I.A. class we spend time answering your questions about the Catholic faith,  
reviewing the weekly Scripture readings from Mass, and discussing the current chapter in our 
book.  The most important thing is getting your questions answered.  
 
The next session of O.C.I.A. starts in September and will be on Sundays from 11:30am to 12:30pm in 
the Conference Room.  If you are interested in joining, please contact  
Mike James, Director of Catechetical Ministry, at mjames@nativitycatholic.org. 

We are now on our summer break.   
Congratulations and welcome to our incoming freshmen from 
the Nativity School and the Faith Formation Program!   
 
The next step in your continuing religious education is the 
High School Youth Ministry Program, which also incorporates 

preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation.  
 Your contact information will be automatically added to our class lists.   
Registration for the 2025-2026 Catechetical Year will start in mid-August. 

Confirmation Preparation is one of the 4 parts of the High School Youth Ministry Program.   
All teens, whether they attend a public or Catholic high school, must attend 2 years’ worth of our 
Youth Ministry Sunday Topic Nights in order to become eligible 
for the Confirmation Immediate Preparation program that starts 
every February.  
 
All Confirmation Information is posted on our parish website at  
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/confirmation.    
 For more information on High School Youth Ministry and it’s 
Confirmation  
 
Preparation Program contact Mike James, Director of Catechetical Ministry, at 
mjames@nativitycatholic.org or see the Youth Ministry page on the parish website at  
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/youth-ministry  

mailto:mjames@nativitycatholic.org
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/confirmation
mailto:mjames@nativitycatholic.org
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/youth-ministry

