Church of the Nativity

Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time
September 20, 2020

THE PARABLE OF THE WORKERS
IN THE VINEYARD OF THEIR MASTER
Erasmus Quellinus

MISSION STATEMENT
We are a praying, learning and caring community fulfilling the mission God gives us in baptism
by our worship in faith, by our witness in hope

Praying through the Sacraments, Learning through Religious Education, Caring through Pastoral Care.
Fr. Minh Q. Do, Pastor
(frminh@nativitycatholic.org)

Church & School
Location
6309 El Apajo Road
Rancho Santa Fe CA
92067

858.756.1911, ext. 4
Deacon Jim Walsh
(jwalsh@nativitycatholic.org)
858.367.0114

Marc Thiebach,
Principal

(mzures@nativitymail.org )
www.thenativityschool.org

Parish Office Mailing Address
Post Office Box 8770
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067
858.756.1911

www.nativitycatholic.org
The Nativity School
Mailing Address
Post Office Box 9180
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067
858.756.6763
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Church of the Nativity

September 20, 2020
MASS SCHEDULE:
Daily Mass:
Monday—Saturday
8am
Sunday Masses:
Saturday Vigil:
5 pm
Sundays:
7:30 am, 9:00 am,10:30 am
EUCHARISTIC ADORATION:
Monday-Friday 8:30 am –9:30 am

8:00 am John and Ann Connell, RIP
5:00 pm For all Parishioners
7:30 am Jesus and Teresa Cano (Sp. Int.)
9:00 am Rosemary Tophoven, RIP
10:30 am Liam Hearne, RIP
Peter D’Souza, RIP
Rita Na, RIP
Dorothy Olsen, RIP
Shirley Turner, RIP
Gerry Black, RIP

TODAY’S READINGS
First Reading — Turn to the L
who is generous in
forgiving (Isaiah 55:6-9).
Psalm — The Lord is near to all who call upon him (Psalm
145).
Second Reading — Live your lives in a way worthy of the
gospel of Christ (Philippians 1:20c-24, 27a).
Gospel — The last will be first, and the first will be last
(Matthew 20:1-16a).
The English translation of the Psalm Responses from Lectionary for Mass © 1969, 1981, 1997, International
Commission on English in the Liturgy Corporation. All rights reserved.

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13; Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk
8:19-21
Wednesday: Prv 30:5-9; Ps 119:29, 72, 89, 101, 104, 163;
Lk 9:1-6
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc; Lk 9:7-9
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4; Lk 9:18-22
Saturday: Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17;
Lk 9:43b-45

Our Parishioners contributed $13,678 in
the collection the last week.
to further the Mission & Ministry
provided by the
Church of the Nativity.
Thank you for giving what is meaningful to you to serve
our brothers and sisters in Christ.

DIRECTION

Isaiah tells us something that we already know, and yet seem to forget every now and
then. He tells us, essentially, that God is God and we are not. When we’re confused and
troubled and can’t figure everything out, it might be wise to recall Isaiah speaking on the
Lord’s behalf and explaining that God—who is on a much more, well, Godly wavelength
than we are—moves in ways we can’t even imagine.
Saint Paul, by comparison, has everything figured out. Kind of. At least he understands
his calling in life—to magnify Christ in everything he does. That should give all of us the
direction we need. Jesus gives us direction, too, explaining to us once again in the parable of
the workers in the vineyard that the last will be first, and the first, last.

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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My brothers and sisters in Christ,
Jesus speaks in the parable about
God
being
a
generous
landowner. However, some of
the workers, who came first
received the same wages as those
who came later in the day and
began to grumble against God;
they were envious of the others
who came later and received the
same share. Like the first reading
we have just heard, God’s
thoughts are not our thoughts
and his ways are not our ways.
God, in the parable Jesus spoke
of was fair because he paid the
wage that was agreed upon and

was only being generous to those who came later.
The question to us is, are we envious of others when God blesses them? Last year, you may
have heard in the news that there were people who lined up and slept in front of all the Apple
stores so that they could be the first to buy the new version of the iPhone. Some would risk the
elements, and in some places harsh weather just so they could brag to all their friends that they had
the latest gadgets. The good news is that I did not see anyone here on the news when the cameras
were showing people camping and sleeping in front of the Apple store. My brothers and sisters, we
live in a world where “I” is the most important person in the world. The world wants us to take
care of the “I” - it is all about me! Questions like, “what have you done for me lately? I have to
have this and that and I have to be the first one” seems to pervade our culture. If we go to
“Starbucks” to buy coffee, they have a marketing ploy to make us feel good and important when
we buy coffee there. Even though the coffee they sell there is very expensive, it makes us feel
good and important. When we order a small coffee, it is called a “tall” coffee, a medium size
coffee is called “grande” and a large coffee is called a “venti.” Wow, now if you buy a “Venti,”
you feel rich. Now, I know many of us would not go out of our way to pay more than $5 for coffee
at 7-Eleven, but we would if we were in Starbucks. If we are not careful and watchful, we can
easily be caught up in the allure of the world of the flesh and material things.
So how do we navigate the tricky waters of the world of entitlement, selfishness and envy?
St. Paul in his letter to the Philippians (2nd reading) said, “conduct yourselves in a way worthy of
the gospel of Christ.”
Remember, my brothers and sisters, grace is not a right, but a gift. All of us are given God’s
grace to bear fruit. It should be that all who know their faith well should be the ones who help
others to come to know God’s love by living their lives faithfully to God through the teachings of
the Church. The more we frequent the sacrament of Reconciliation and Eucharist the better we are
at overcoming the temptation of the world. And even if we falter, we should always return to the
Lord in humility through the Sacrament of Reconciliation to ask God strength and wisdom for our
lives. We are blessed equally with God’s grace. It is what we do with it that will either bear fruits
or not. The reward for all of us is heaven and eternal life with God. That is the wage we all receive
if we help build up the kingdom of God here on earth. We need to use whatever talents and gifts
we have for the benefit of all, especially the poor and the elderly. Let us be not be envious of
God’s generosity toward others but be thankful for his generosity toward us.
Fr. Minh Do
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NATIVITY FAITH
FORMATION

Our classes have begun!!
Thank you to those who
have signed up,
and welcome!!
If you are still interested in
enrolling, please e-mail
Amanda Telles at
faithformation@nativitymail.org

and/or check our website
for more information.

There is a new group at Nativity
Church called “Eucharistic
Adoration Lovers”. The group is
open to everyone who wants to
deepen their understanding and
love for Jesus present in the Blessed
Sacrament and for everyone who
wants to experience Jesus' love in the
Eucharist. The group's goal is to
grow in faith together and
encourage each other in our love for
God.

special phone
app.
Contact: justyna.ponulak@gmail.com
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Next Nativity Men’s Group

October 1, 2020
Speaker: Brian Berning
Topic: How Health Advocacy and God's Grace
can save your life!"
Brian Berning brings 20+ years of strategic financial leadership to Corza Health, where he leverages his expertise in M&A, operations, investor relations, corporate governance, risk
management, and compliance to partner with management teams to accelerate growth and create
significant value.
Brian most recently served as the CFO at GreatCall, the leading provider of connected health solutions for seniors.
He successfully guided the company through its acquisition by GTCR in 2017 and ultimate sale to Best Buy a year later for
$800 million.
Previously, as CFO at Human Longevity, a genomics and cellular therapy company, Berning helped the founders raise over
$300 million and establish global operations. Berning also served as SVP of Finance at LPL Financial, where he was the
executive sponsor to the board for all operating efficiency initiatives and helped guide the company to a successful IPO.
Brian began his career with Ernst & Young, LLP where he earned his CPA.
Brian holds a Bachelor’s in Business Administration from San Diego State University and a Master’s in Accounting from the
University of Southern California.
As a San Diego native, Brian grew up surfing just a few steps from Corza Health’s headquarters. He continues to enjoy the
outdoors and other adrenaline-inducing adventures to this day.

Join us for a night of Faith, Fellowship,
Food, and Inspiration
Where: Church of the Nativity Chapel
When: Thursday, October 1, 6:00 – 8:30 PM
Dinner deliciously prepared by Chef Hubert Lorenz
Culinary Wizard (www.theculinarywizard.com)
Contact: Tim Van Damm timvandamm@gmail.com, 617.501.3950 or
Scott Maxwell cadevelopment@aol.com
SAINT PIUS OF PIETRELCINA (1887-1968)
September 23
Did the World War II American flyer really see Padre Pio in midair, preventing the bombing of his village below?
Did Pio actually “bilocate” in Italy, the Holy Land, even America, as countless witnesses testified? Or “read hearts” before
penitents spoke? What of the stigmata, Christ’s wounds imprinted on Padre Pio’s hands, feet, and side? John Paul II, who
as a young man visited Pio, never mentioned these extraordinary elements at the canonization. Instead, the pope spoke of
“trials accepted with love,” referring perhaps to sanctions restricting Pio’s faculties for hearing confessions and celebrating
public Mass, imposed because of criticism, later discredited, sent to the Vatican; of Pio’s offering his sufferings in union
with Jesus’ passion for a suffering world; of his continual availability to sinners seeking direction and absolution; of Padre
Pio’s prayer that blossomed in charity, especially through his House for the Relief of Suffering, a healthcare facility that
anticipated by decades today’s holistic partnering of medical science and spirituality. Finally, how comforting for us ordinary Christians, this extraordinary saint’s most frequent advice: “Pray, hope, and don’t worry!”
—Peter Scagnelli, Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co.
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L ORD ' S D AY M ASS S CHEDULE

Weekday Mass: Monday – Saturday 8 am
Saturday Vigil: 5 pm; Sunday: 7:30 am, 9:00 am, 10: 30 am
RCIA and Youth Minister: Mike James,
mjames@nativitycatholic.org, 858-756-1911, ext. 5
Family Faith Formation Coordinator: Amanda Telles
faithformation@nativitymail.org
Music Director: Paul Batchelor,
pbatchelor@nativitycatholic.org, 858-756-1911, ext. 102
The Nativity School:
www.thenativityschool.org, 858-756-6763
Bookkeeper: Jackie Marin,
jmarin@nativitymail.org, 858-756-6763
Administrative Assistant: Lourdes Barton
lbarton@nativitycatholic.org, 858-756-1911
Office Hours: M-F 8:30 am - 12:00 pm & 12:30pm to 3:00 pm
Pastoral Council: Carl Bobkoski, Jane Boler,
Mimi Johnson, Craig Ryall
Finance Council: Jeff Brandon, Chair
Michael Conway, Jim La Grossa, Byrnes Lambert,
Catherine Mowbray-Lorenz, Earl Parker.
Safe Environment Coordinator: John Marin
Call the Parish Office - 858-756-1911

P ASTORAL C ARE
Nativity Samaritans: stephaniekourie@cox.net
Childcare: Attended care is provided in the play room off the
Commons during 9 am and 10:30 am Sunday Masses.
Holy Communion for the sick: For the homebound upon
request, 858-756-1911
Hospitality Ministry: Lory Fisher - loryfisher@gmail.com or
Melissa Edwards - medwards1177@gmail.com
Small Christian Communities - Faith Sharing Groups
Contact Kathy Alameda at kathyalameda1@gmail.com
Altar Servers: Bill Hearne at bhearne@weoneil.com
Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion and Sacristans:
Pat James at rpjames4@gmail.com
Mental Health Ministry: Lisa James at 858-367-0049.
Lectors: Catherine Mowbray-Lorenz cmowbraylorenz@gmail.com
or telephone 760-964-9296 for more information.
Ushers: Corbitt Kerr at ckerr@davlyninvestments.com
Life Ministry Coordinator: L. Victoria Pashaian, 760-807-0595
LVictoriaPashaian@nativitycatholic.org
Tribunal Advocate: Jane Boler at bolerj14@gmail.com
S ACRAMENTS
Baptism: Celebrated on the 4th Sunday, after 10:30 am Mass
Please contact the Parish Office 858-756-1911 or

lbarton @nativitycatholic.org.
Marriage: Saturdays, 11:00 am or 2:00 pm
Contact the parish office at 858-756-1911.
Anointing of the Sick: Encouraged for anyone critically ill,
for the elderly, or prior to major surgery
Reconciliation: Saturday, 3:30– 4:15 pm
Eucharist:
Weekday Mass: Monday - Saturday at 8 am in the Main Church
Eucharistic Adoration: Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m.— 9:30 a.m. in the Main Church
Perpetual Help Novena: Tuesdays, after 8 am Mass
Rosary: Weekdays, after 8 am Mass in the Church

September 20, 2020
FAM ILY FAITH FORMATION

Family Faith Formation Coordinator: Amanda Telles

faithformation@nativitymail.org
K-8 Faith Formation
Has resumed a hybrid model of online and
in-person lessons. Our website has all the information.

High School Youth Ministry
Registration Information for the 2020-2021 Youth Ministry
Year is posted on our website at https://
nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/youth-ministry and has been
emailed to all parents.
Our Youth Ministry year will begin on September 20,
Catechetical Sunday, with a New Teen and Parent
Orientation Meeting on Zoom from 5-6:15pm. We will
discuss the online learning model for the Youth Ministry
Program and the Confirmation Program requirements. There will be plenty of time for questions in the chat
after the presentation. Meeting details and log-in information
have been emailed to everyone. This meeting is only for new
teens to the Youth Ministry Program and their parents.
Our 2nd meeting on September 27 will be for all
freshmen-seniors together on Zoom. It will be a “Get to
Know You Night” to introduce everyone to each other.
We will also discuss the online learning model and set up our
small groups for the first few months.
Incoming freshmen from the Family Faith Formation
Program and Nativity School have automatically been added
to our class rosters. If you have a teen that is new to the
parish or wasn’t in either program last year please contact
Mike James, Youth Minister, at mjames@nativitycatholic.org
for Registration information and to be added to the class
rosters.
RCIA
R.C.I.A. will start online on September 20 via a Zoom
session from 11:30am to 12:30pm. Log in information has
been emailed to all class members.
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (R.C.I.A.) is the
process that welcomes you to join the Catholic faith
community and introduces you to the beliefs and practices of
the Church. If you are not baptized, the process leads to the
reception of the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation, and
Eucharist. If you are Baptized in another Christian tradition,
the process invites you to participate fully in the church
through the Sacraments of Confirmation and Eucharist.
If you are an adult looking to learn more about or to be
initiated into the Catholic faith, need to prepare for a missed
sacrament, or are a lifelong Catholic looking for a refresher
course, then the R.C.I.A. can help.
During each R.C.I.A. session we spend time answering your
questions about the Catholic faith, reviewing the Scripture
readings from Mass, and discussing the current chapter in
our book. The most important thing is getting your questions answered. The R.C.I.A. meets from September
through Easter every year. If you are interested in joining,
please contact Mike James, R.C.I.A. Coordinator, at
mjames@nativitycatholic.org.

