
  

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY R.C.I.A.                                          
MIKE JAMES, R.C.I.A. COORDINATOR 

1 

 

 

All Saints Day (November 1) & All Souls Day (November 2) 
 
Summary 
All Saints Day – November 1 – We remember and give thanks and call to mind the people before us who 
helped us become us and thank them and God for them and keep in mind to do for others what they 
have done for me.   
 
All Souls Day – November 2 – It is about praying for those in Purgatory, which is the way we are finished 
when we die.  We pray that people are open to letting God finish them.  Then they can relax forever. 
 
 
Details 
Source: https://www.catholic.org/saints/allsaints/ 

All Saints' Day is a solemn holy day of the Catholic Church celebrated annually on November 1. The day 
is dedicated to the saints of the Church, that is, all those who have attained heaven. It should not be 
confused with All Souls' Day, which is observed on November 2, and is dedicated to those who have died 
and not yet reached heaven. 

Although millions, or even billions of people may already be saints, All Saints' Day observances tend to 
focus on known saints --that is those recognized in the canon of the saints by the Catholic Church. 

Generally, All Saints' Day is a Catholic Holy Day of Obligation, meaning all Catholics are required to 
attend Mass on that day, unless they have an excellent excuse, such as serious illness. 

Other countries have different rules according to their national bishop's conferences. The bishops of 
each conference have the authority to amend the rules surrounding the obligation of the day. 

All Saints' Day was formally started by Pope Boniface IV, who consecrated the Pantheon at Rome to the 
Virgin Mary and all the Martyrs on May 13 in 609 AD. Boniface IV also established All Souls' Day, which 
follows All Saints. 

https://www.catholic.org/saints/allsaints/
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The choice of the day may have been intended to co-opt the pagan holiday "Feast of the Lamures," a 
day which pagans used to placate the restless spirits of the dead. 

The holy day was eventually established on November 1 by Pope Gregory III in the mid-eighth century as 
a day dedicated to the saints and their relics. The May 13 celebration was subsequently abandoned. 

Following the establishment of the Frankish Empire, and following the reign of Charlemagne, the holy 
day, which was already celebrated on November 1, became a holy day of obligation by decree of Pope 
Gregory IV and Louis the Pious, who was king over a portion of Charlemagne's former empire. 

Following the Protestant Reformation, many Protestants retained the holy day, although they dismissed 
the need to pray for the dead. Instead, the day has been used to commemorate those who have 
recently died, usually in the past year, and to remember the examples of those who lived holy lives. 

The Catholic practice however, celebrates all those who have entered heaven, including saints who are 
recognized by the Church and those who are not. 

Holy day customs vary around the world. In the United States, the day before is Halloween and is usually 
celebrated by dressing in costumes with themes of death commonly associated. Children go door-to-
door in costume, trick-or-treating, that is soliciting candy from their neighbors. The holiday has lost 
much of its connection to its religious origins. 

Although nearly everyone celebrates Halloween for the fun of the secular holiday, the following religious 
solemnity, is not widely practiced or acknowledged by most Americans unless they are Catholic. 

These celebrations often blur the distinction between All Saints' Day, which is properly dedicated to 
those who are in heaven, and All Souls' Day, on which prayers are offered for all those who have died, 
but have not yet reached heaven. 

It is important to remember these basic facts: 

Halloween is a secular holiday that comes the night before All Saints' Day. 

All Saints' Day is on November 1, and it is a Holy Day of Obligation. 

All Souls' Day in on November 2, and it is NOT a Holy Day of Obligation. 
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Source: Bulletin Article – November 1, 2020 – Fr. Minh Do 

How Does the Church Declare a Person a Saint? 

How does the Church choose or declare a person is a saint? There is a process called Canonization which 
has only been used since the tenth Century. However, by the year 100 A.D., Christians were already 
honoring other Christians who had died, and asking for their help through prayer (intercession). Many 
people think that honoring saints was something set up later by the Church, but it had been part of 
Christianity from the very beginning. As a matter of fact, this practice came from a longstanding 
tradition like the Jewish faith in honoring prophets and holy people with shrines. The first saints were 
martyrs, people who had given up their lives for the Faith in the persecution of Christians. To avoid their 
stories being distorted and becoming legends, the bishops eventually took over the process, and finally 
the Vatican became the authority for approving saints. Saint Pope John Paul II in 1983 made changes in 
the canonization procedure, which begins after the death of a Catholic whom people regard as holy. 
Normally, the process starts many years after his or her death to allow perspective on the candidate. 
The local bishop (ordinary) investigates the candidate's life and writings for heroic virtue (or martyrdom) 
and orthodoxy of doctrine. Once this has passed the litmus test, a panel of theologians at the Vatican 
convenes to evaluate the candidate. Once approved, the cardinals of the Congregation for the Causes of 
Saints forward a request to the pope to proclaim the candidate as "venerable." The next step is 
beatification, which requires evidence of one miracle, except in the case of martyrs. Miracles are 
considered proof that the person is already in heaven and can intercede for us, and beatification must 
take place after the candidate's death as a direct result of a specific petition. Then the pope proclaims 
the candidate beatified or "blessed," and after a total of two miracles, he canonizes the candidate as a 
saint. As a saint, the person who has lived a holy life is now in heaven and is to be honored by the 
Universal Church. The Canonization of the Church does not make saints, its only purpose is to recognize 
what God has already done in them. This process is infallible and irrevocable; however, it is not a fast 
process. This does not mean that if the Church has not yet canonized a person a saint, he or she is not a 
saint! We are all called to be saints, and the process of sainthood starts here on this earthly pilgrimage. 
You may have heard that there is no saint without a past, no sinner without a future. We cannot change 
the past nor is the future guaranteed. Only God knows when our time ends on this side of heaven. We 
should work in the present to be faithful disciples of Christ as the salt of the earth and the light of the 
world, because these are gifts, and we have one life to live them. 
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Homily:  

Source: Msgr. Dennis Clark 

Holiness: They Didn’t Start Out As Saints! 

Rev 7:2-4, 9-14 / 1 Jn 3:1-3 / Mt 5:1-12 

As we mark this Feast of All Saints, it’s fascinating to remember where some of the better known saints 
started out and how their lives proceeded. St. Matthew was a tax collector. St. Mary Magdelene 
practiced the oldest profession in the world. St. Peter was impetuous and something of a blowhard, and 
he had to pressed hard before he’d let Gentiles become Christians unless they first became Jews! The 
whole lot of the apostles ran for the hills when Jesus was taken captive in the Garden of Gethsemane, 
and that was just a short while after their robust promise that they’d follow him anywhere and die with 
him if need be.  

The list could go on and on, but the point is a simple one: none of these great saints started out as 
saints. Quite the contrary was true. They slowly and painstakingly evolved into holy men and women, 
with many starts and stops and numerous temporary reversals. And very often, as many of them have 
testified in their diaries, they suffered from deep discouragement at their lack of progress and their 
frequent mistakes. St. Paul spoke for them and for us all when said in anguish, "The good that I would 
do, I do not." Isn’t it the truth. 

There’s a lesson in all this for us who are still struggling along our own roads: Growing up into God’s 
image and likeness takes a long time. It’s a lifetime work, and God understands that. After all, he’s the 
one who put us together.  

So take heart. Rejoice in the little triumphs as they happen. Each one brings you a step closer to home. 
Each one brings you a step closer to the embrace of our Father. 

 

https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/rcia 

 

https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/rcia

