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IMMACULATE CONCEPTION – December 8 every year 

On December 8, 1854, Pope Pius X declared, “That the Blessed Virgin Mary was, from the first moment 

of her conception, by the singular grace and privilege of almighty God, and in view of the merits of Jesus 

Christ, preserved immune from all stain or original sin.” 

On the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception (December 8 every year, a holy day of obligation) the 

opening prayer at mass is “Father, you prepared the Virgin Mary to be the worthy mother of your son.  

You let her share beforehand in the salvation Christ would bring by his death and kept her sinless from 

the first moment of her conception.” 

The gospel from the Immaculate Conception mass is from Luke 1:26-38, which is the story of the angel 

Gabriel announcing to Mary she has found favor with God and will be the mother of Jesus. 

The other prayers in the mass on the Immaculate Conception also do a good job of explaining it.   

We don't have much on Mary and her background in the bible, most of our belief in her role comes from 

oral tradition.  She is solely important to Catholics because she was the mother of Jesus and didn’t sin. 

The main way we honor her and look to her example is in the Hail Mary prayer. 

 

ASSUMPTION OF MARY – August 15 every year 

Related to the Immaculate Conception is the Assumption of Mary into heaven both body and soul.  In 
1950 Pope Pius XII declared the dogma of Mary’s Assumption.  In doing so he said , “It was her crowning 
glory to be preserved from the corruption of the tomb, and like her Son before her, to conquer death 
and be raised body and soul to the glory of heaven.”  The opening prayer at the solemnity of Mary’s 
Assumption is “Almighty ever-living god, who assumed the Immaculate Virgin Mary, the Mother of your 
Son, body and soul into heavenly glory, grant, we pray, that, always attentive to the things that are 
above, we may merit to be sharers of her glory.”   

In other words, because Mary was born free of original in and never sinned during her life therefore her 
soul was pure and thus her body also.  So she had nothing holding her back from directly going to 
heaven with both her body and soul.  

Source:  Invitation by Alfred McBride 
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