
  

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH MINISTRY                                                                                                                  
MIKE JAMES, PASTORAL ASSOCIATE / DIRECTOR OF YOUTH MINISTRY 

1 

 

 
 

Catechism of the Catholic Church Quotes on The Our Father Prayer 

 

 

2765 The traditional expression "the Lord's Prayer" - oratio Dominica - means that the prayer to 
our Father is taught and given to us by the Lord Jesus. The prayer that comes to us from Jesus is 
truly unique: it is "of the Lord." On the one hand, in the words of this prayer the only Son gives 
us the words the Father gave him: he is the master of our prayer. On the other, as Word 
incarnate, he knows in his human heart the needs of his human brothers and sisters and reveals 
them to us: he is the model of our prayer. 
 
(The Our Father comes to us from Jesus but is “of the Lord”.  It is both human and divine.) 
 
2780 We can invoke God as "Father" because he is revealed to us by his Son become man and 
because his Spirit makes him known to us. The personal relation of the Son to the Father is 
something that man cannot conceive of nor the angelic powers even dimly see: and yet, the 
Spirit of the Son grants a participation in that very relation to us who believe that Jesus is the 
Christ and that we are born of God. 
 
(Jesus relationship to God is part mystery but we get the benefits of that relationship as 
humans through our faith.) 
 
2761 The Lord's Prayer "is truly the summary of the whole gospel." "Since the Lord . . . after 
handing over the practice of prayer, said elsewhere, 'Ask and you will receive,' and since 
everyone has petitions which are peculiar to his circumstances, the regular and appropriate 
prayer [the Lord's Prayer] is said first, as the foundation of further desires." 
 
(The Our Father is a petitionary prayer in that is opens the door for us to ask God for our 
intentions.  It leads to other prayer.) 
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2763 All the Scriptures - the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms - are fulfilled in Christ.10 The 
Gospel is this "Good News." Its first proclamation is summarized by St. Matthew in the Sermon 
on the Mount;11 the prayer to our Father is at the center of this proclamation. It is in this 
context that each petition bequeathed to us by the Lord is illuminated:  
The Lord's Prayer is the most perfect of prayers. . . . In it we ask, not only for all the things we 
can rightly desire, but also in the sequence that they should be desired. This prayer not only 
teaches us to ask for things, but also in what order we should desire them.12  
 
(The order is this day, our daily bread, forgive us trespasses, lead us not into temptation, and 
deliver us from evil.  It goes from bodily needs to spiritual needs.) 
 
2768 According to the apostolic tradition, the Lord's Prayer is essentially rooted in liturgical 
prayer:  
[The Lord] teaches us to make prayer in common for all our brethren. For he did not say "my 
Father" who art in heaven, but "our" Father, offering petitions for the common body.19  
 
(God is not just the father of Jesus in a special way but the father of us all.) 
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