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Catechism of the Catholic Church Quotes on the Nature of God 
 

 
 

#200 - These are the words with which the Niceno-Constantinopolitan Creed begins. The confession of 
God's oneness, which has its roots in the divine revelation of the Old Covenant, is inseparable from the 
profession of God's existence and is equally fundamental. God is unique; there is only one God: "The 
Christian faith confesses that God is one in nature, substance and essence." 

 

(The Nicene Creed says “we believe in one God…”) 

#202 - Jesus himself affirms that God is "the one Lord" whom you must love "with all your heart, and 
with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength".  At the same time Jesus gives us to 
understand that he himself is "the Lord".7 To confess that Jesus is Lord is distinctive of Christian faith. 
This is not contrary to belief in the One God. Nor does believing in the Holy Spirit as "Lord and giver of 
life" introduce any division into the One God:  

We firmly believe and confess without reservation that there is only one true God, eternal 
infinite (immensus) and unchangeable, incomprehensible, almighty and ineffable, the Father 
and the Son and the Holy Spirit; three persons indeed, but one essence, substance or nature 
entirely simple. 

(God is the one Lord and Jesus is part of God.  Therefore there is 1 God in 3 persons – the Father, Son, 
and Spirit but they all have only 1 essence.) 
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#253 - The Trinity is One. We do not confess three Gods, but one God in three persons, the 
"consubstantial Trinity".  The divine persons do not share the one divinity among themselves but each of 
them is God whole and entire: "The Father is that which the Son is, the Son that which the Father is, the 
Father and the Son that which the Holy Spirit is, i.e. by nature one God."  In the words of the Fourth 
Lateran Council (1215), "Each of the persons is that supreme reality, viz., the divine substance, essence 
or nature.” 

(Each of the 3 persons of the Trinity is divine (God-like) in and of themselves.  They do not share parts of 
God.) 
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