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Catechism of the Catholic Church Quotes on Bearing False Witness 
 

 

THE EIGHTH COMMANDMENT  

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor. 

2464 The eighth commandment forbids misrepresenting the truth in our relations with others.  

I. LIVING IN THE TRUTH  

2465 The Old Testament attests that God is the source of all truth. His Word is truth. His Law is truth. His 
"faithfulness endures to all generations."255 Since God is "true," the members of his people are called to 
live in the truth.256  

2467 Man tends by nature toward the truth. He is obliged to honor and bear witness to it: "It is in 
accordance with their dignity that all men, because they are persons . . . are both impelled by their 
nature and bound by a moral obligation to seek the truth, especially religious truth. They are also bound 
to adhere to the truth once they come to know it and direct their whole lives in accordance with the 
demands of truth."262  

2469 "Men could not live with one another if there were not mutual confidence that they were being 
truthful to one another."263 The virtue of truth gives another his just due. Truthfulness keeps to the just 
mean between what ought to be expressed and what ought to be kept secret: it entails honesty and 
discretion. In justice, "as a matter of honor, one man owes it to another to manifest the truth."264  

2476 False witness and perjury. When it is made publicly, a statement contrary to the truth takes on a 
particular gravity. In court it becomes false witness.276 When it is under oath, it is perjury. Acts such as 
these contribute to condemnation of the innocent, exoneration of the guilty, or the increased 
punishment of the accused.277 They gravely compromise the exercise of justice and the fairness of 
judicial decisions.  
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2478 To avoid rash judgment, everyone should be careful to interpret insofar as possible his neighbor's 
thoughts, words, and deeds in a favorable way:  

Every good Christian ought to be more ready to give a favorable interpretation to another's statement 
than to condemn it. But if he cannot do so, let him ask how the other understands it. And if the latter 
understands it badly, let the former correct him with love. If that does not suffice, let the Christian try all 
suitable ways to bring the other to a correct interpretation so that he may be saved.280  

2482 "A lie consists in speaking a falsehood with the intention of deceiving."281 The Lord denounces lying 
as the work of the devil: "You are of your father the devil, . . . there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks according to his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies."282  

2483 Lying is the most direct offense against the truth. To lie is to speak or act against the truth in order 
to lead someone into error. By injuring man's relation to truth and to his neighbor, a lie offends against 
the fundamental relation of man and of his word to the Lord.  

2484 The gravity of a lie is measured against the nature of the truth it deforms, the circumstances, the 
intentions of the one who lies, and the harm suffered by its victims. If a lie in itself only constitutes a 
venial sin, it becomes mortal when it does grave injury to the virtues of justice and charity.  
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