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Catechism of the Catholic Church Passages on Discipleship 

#520 - In all of his life Jesus presents himself as our model. He is "the perfect man", who invites us to 
become his disciples and follow him. In humbling himself, he has given us an example to imitate, 
through his prayer he draws us to pray, and by his poverty he calls us to accept freely the privation and 
persecutions that may come our way. 

#546 - Jesus' invitation to enter his kingdom comes in the form of parables, a characteristic feature of 
his teaching. Through his parables he invites people to the feast of the kingdom, but he also asks for a 
radical choice: to gain the kingdom, one must give everything. Words are not enough, deeds are 
required. The parables are like mirrors for man: will he be hard soil or good earth for the word? What 
use has he made of the talents he has received? Jesus and the presence of the kingdom in this world are 
secretly at the heart of the parables. One must enter the kingdom, that is, become a disciple of Christ, in 
order to "know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven". For those who stay "outside", everything remains 
enigmatic. 

#562 - Christ's disciples are to conform themselves to him until he is formed in them (cf. Gal 4:19). "For 
this reason we, who have been made like to him, who have died with him and risen with him, are taken 
up into the mysteries of his life, until we reign together with him". 

#618 - He calls his disciples to "take up [their] cross and follow [him]", for "Christ also suffered for [us], 
leaving [us] an example so that [we] should follow in his steps." In fact Jesus desires to associate with his 
redeeming sacrifice those who were to be its first beneficiaries.  

#2614 - When Jesus openly entrusts to his disciples the mystery of prayer to the Father, he reveals to 
them what their prayer and ours must be, once he has returned to the Father in his glorified humanity. 
What is new is to "ask in his name." Faith in the Son introduces the disciples into the knowledge of the 
Father, because Jesus is "the way, and the truth, and the life." Faith bears its fruit in love: it means 
keeping the word and the commandments of Jesus, it means abiding with him in the Father who, in him, 
so loves us that he abides with us. In this new covenant the certitude that our petitions will be heard is 
founded on the prayer of Jesus. 

 

https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/youth-ministry 

 

https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/youth-ministry

