
Third Sunday of Advent: 

“Gaudete” or “Rejoice” Sunday 
                       (written in 2017 – Cycle B of the Readings) 
 
This Third Sunday of Advent is traditionally referred to as “Gaudete” 

Sunday, because “Gaudete” is the Latin word for “Rejoice!” That one 

word — “Rejoice” — sets the theme of today’s Liturgy, as this 

celebration marks the half-way point in our observance of Advent.  

 

The Gospel reading today presents St. John the Baptist, who had evidently won quite a reputation for 

himself as a prophet, preaching out in the desert and baptizing in the Jordan River.  When the priests 

and Levites went to see for themselves just what was going on there, they asked John who he was and 

why he was carrying on like he was. In reply to their questions, after denying that he was the Christ, 

Elijah, or the prophet, John the Baptist quoted Isaiah’s prophecy: “I am the voice of one crying out in 

the desert: ‘Make straight the way of the Lord.’” 

 

Here, John’s message is not so much a prediction, not a promise of what God will do for his people. It 

is more a challenge for people to open their eyes and see the light. Listen again to what John told them: 

“There is one among you whom you do not recognize, the one who is coming after me, whose sandal 

strap I am not worthy to untie.” 

 

I don’t think that we need this Liturgy and the words of the prophets to tell us to rejoice during this 

holiday season. Rejoicing seems to come quite quickly and easily. But I do think we might need this 

Liturgy and the words of the prophets to remind us about what it is that truly gives us cause for 

rejoicing. We need the prophetic message of Isaiah, and of St. John the Baptist, and of St. Paul to 

remind us of the presence among us of the one who is the true source of all of our joy: Jesus Christ! 

 

In fact, we might find it difficult sometimes to recognize the presence of Jesus in the midst of all of our 

Christmas preparations and celebrations. So we have this Third Sunday of Advent to invite us: “…. to 

rejoice always.…to pray without ceasing. And in all circumstances to give thanks.” Why? Because we 

have seen the light… Because we can truly recognize Christ’s presence among us: 

 

• Not just as the Baby Jesus born of Mary in Bethlehem; 

• Not just as the Crucified Christ nailed to the cross at Calvary and dying there for our sins; 

• Not just the Risen Christ outside the empty tomb on Easter Sunday morning, or with the apostles in 

the Upper Room on Easter Sunday night; 

• But the Risen Lord Jesus, really and truly present among us right here and now, speaking to us 

through the Scriptures, and giving himself to us in the Eucharist that we share in Holy Communion. 

 

As we do, let us truly Rejoice! And may St. Paul’s words of blessing (in today’s second reading) be a 

blessing for each and every one of us, as we continue our Advent preparations for Christmas: “May the 

God of peace make us perfectly holy; and may we entirely — spirit, soul, and body — be preserved 

blameless for the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

God bless you! 
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