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MASS SCHEDULE 
WEEKDAY MASS 

Monday - Saturday | 8:00am 

WEEKEND MASS 

Saturday Vigil | 5:00pm 

Sunday | 7:30am, 9:00am, 

10:30am 

Sacraments 

YOU ARE REQUIRED TO BE A 

REGISTERED AND ACTIVE 

PARISHIONER FOR ONE YEAR 

IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE 

SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM  

AND/OR MARRIAGE 

BAPTISM 

Celebrated ONLY on the 4th 

Sunday, after the 10:30am Mass 

or by appointment.  

Please contact the Parish Office 

or tpinnella@nativitycatholic.org 

MARRIAGE 

Saturdays, 11:00am or 2:00pm. 

Contact the Parish Office. 

ANOINTING OF THE SICK 

Encouraged for anyone critically 

ill, for the elderly, or prior to 

major surgery. 

RECONCILIATION 

Saturday | 3:30-4:30 pm 

EUCHARIST 

Weekday Mass |  

Monday - Saturday at 8:00am  

Eucharist Adoration |  

Monday - Friday 8:30am-9:30am  

Perpetual Help Novena | 

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY  

CONTACT US 
CHURCH & SCHOOL LOCATION 
6309 El Apajo Road 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
THE NATIVITY SCHOOL 
858-756-6763 
P.O. Box 9180 
Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
 

PARISH OFFICE 
Monday - Friday | 8:30am-3 pm 

858-756-1911 
www.nativitycatholic.org 

MAILING ADDRESS: 
P.O. Box 8770 

Rancho Santa Fe, CA 92067 
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ABOUT OUR PARISH 
 

MISSION STATEMENT   
  We are a praying, learning, and caring community fulfilling the mission God 

gives us in baptism by our worship in faith, by our witness in hope,  

and by our  service in love. 

Praying through the Sacraments,  

Learning through  Religious Education,  

Caring through  Pastoral Care. 

NATIVITY STAFF 
PASTOR 
Fr. Agustin Opalalic 
 858-756-1911 
frato@nativitycatholic.org 
 
PRINCIPAL 
Marc Thiebach 
www.thenativityschool.org 
 
PASTORAL ASSISTANT 
Deacon Noel Rivera| 858-756-1911 
nrivera@nativitycatholic.org 
 
BUSINESS OFFICE MANAGER 
Lourdes Bareño Barton | 858-756-1911 
lbarton@nativitycatholic.org 

 
FACILITIES MANAGER 
Gustavo Ortiz | 858-756-1911 
gortiz@nativitycatholic.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF  
CATECHETICAL MINISTRY 
RCIA & YOUTH MINISTER 
Mike James | 858-756-1911 
mjames@nativitycatholic.org 
 
 
 

 
Family Faith Formation  
COORDINATOR 
Michelle Atkins 858-367-3577 
matkins@nativitycatholic.org 
 
DIRECTOR OF  
MUSIC MINISTRY 
Viktor Shekhtman 
vshekhtman@nativitycatholic.org 
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT 
Tula Pinnella | 858-756-1911 
tpinnella@nativitycatholic.org 
 
PASTORAL COUNCIL 
Milan Brandon, William Haynor 
Bill  Hearne, Kathy Klink,  
Stephanie Kourie, 
Marc Thiebach 
 
FINANCE COUNCIL 
Jeff Brandon, Kim Ip, 
James Keenan, Byrnes Lambert, 
Jackie Marin, 
Catherine Mowbray-Lorenz 
 
SAFE ENVIRONMENT 
COORDINATOR 
John Marin | 858-756-1911 
 

WEEKLY PARISH CONTRIBUTIONS   
THANK YOU   

OUR PARISHIONERS CONTRIBUTED $10,782.00 IN THE  
COLLECTION LAST WEEK, TO FURTHER THE MISSION AND  
MINISTRY PROVIDED BY THE CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY.  
THANK YOU FOR GIVING WHAT IS MEANINGFUL TO YOU,  

TO SERVE OUR BROTHERS  
AND SISTERS IN CHRIST 

    
  Registered Households:  

1284 
   Contributing Parishioners YTD  555 



 

 

ABOUT OUR PARISH 

PASTORAL CARE 
 
NATIVITY SAMARITANS 
Stephanie Kourie 
skourie@nativitycatholic.org 
HOLY COMMUNION  
FOR THE SICK 
For the homebound upon 
request. 
HOSPITALITY MINISTRY 
Melissa Edwards 
medwards@nativitycatholic.org 
SMALL CHRISTIAN 
COMMUNITIES -  
FAITH SHARING GROUPS 
Kathy Alameda 
kalameda@nativitycatholic.org 
 
 
 

 
 
EXTRAORDINARY MINISTERS 
OF HOLY COMMUNION & 
SACRISTANS 
Pat James | 
pjames@nativitycatholic.org 
MENTAL HEALTH MINISTRY 
Lisa James | 858-367-0049 
ljames@nativitycatholic.org 
LECTORS 
Catherine Mowbray-Lorenz 
cmowbraylorenz@ 
nativitycatholic.org 
760-964-9296 
USHERS 
Corbitt Kerr | 
ckerr@nativitycatholic.org 
 

MASS INTENTIONS 
SATURDAY 1/27 
8:00am Yolanda Saenz RIP 
5:00pm Graceann Colarusso RIP 
Sunday 1/28 
7:30am Howard Matthews RIP 
9:00am For all Parishioners 
10:30am Alicia Villalon Bucia RIP 

Monday 1/29  
Cody Broyles SI 
TUESDAY 1/30 
Judy Kenny RIP 
WEDNESDAY  1/31 
Elena Ruiz 
THURSDAY 2/1 
Tom Kenny RIP 
FRIDAY 2/2 
Shawn Thorpe RIP 
SATURDAY 2/3 
8:00am Sammy Londono RIP 
5:00pm Michelle Sevigny SI 

 Readings for the week of January 28, 2024 
Sunday: Dt 18:15-20/Ps 95:1-2, 6-7, 7-9 (8)/1  
Cor 7:32-35/Mk 1:21-28 
Monday: 2 Sm 15:13-14, 30; 16:5-13/Ps 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7/ 
Mk 5:1-20 
Tuesday: 2 Sm 18:9-10, 14b, 24-25a, 30—19:3/Ps 86:1-2,  
3-4, 5-6/Mk 5:21-43 
Wednesday: 2 Sm 24:2, 9-17/Ps 32:1-2, 5, 6, 7/Mk 6:1-6 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 2:1-4, 10-12/1 Chr 29:10, 11ab, 11d-12a, 
12bcd/Mk 6:7-13 
Friday: Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/ 
Lk 2:22-40 or 2:22-32 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 3:4-13/Ps 119:9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14/Mk  
6:30-34 
Next Sunday: Jb 7:1-4, 6-7/Ps 147:1-2, 3-4, 5-6 (see 3a)/ 
1 Cor 9:16-19, 22-23/Mk 1:29-39 

Observances for the week of January 28, 2024 
Sunday: 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time, Celebrate Catholic Schools 
Week 
Wednesday: St. John Bosco, Priest 
Friday: The Presentation of the Lord, World Day for Consecrated Life 
Saturday: St. Blaise, 
Bishop and Martyr;  
St. Ansgar, Bishop 
Next Sunday:  
5th Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 

We are now in the fourth Sunday in ordinary time of the liturgical calendar of the 

Catholic church.  Last Sunday I spoke about the central message of mission of Jesus.  

Chapter 1 verse 15 of the Gospel of Mark proclaims the center of the message of  

Jesus: “The Kingdom of God is at hand.  Repent and believe in the gospel. I would 

like to emphasize this once more because repentance and faith are the two evangelical 

actions that Jesus proclaimed in his mission.  One can only believe truly when he 

changes himself radically, repenting of one’s sins that would bring oneself open to  

believing in Jesus.  Faith in Jesus would also eventually keep one to continuously be 

in the process of true conversion which is not only demanded in the gospel but is  

expected to happen once one becomes a true disciple of Jesus.  This leads me to share 

with you the response of the first disciples whom Jesus encountered and called to  

discipleship.   

Today’s gospel message from Mark 1, 21-28 focuses on the astonishment of the  

people at the teaching of Jesus, “for he taught them with authority and not as the 

scribes.”  Jesus taught with authority because he himself was the source of his  

teaching and his teaching was accompanied by his miraculous power, power that was 

superior to the dehumanizing possession of the evil spirit which he rebuked and  

commanded “quiet! Come out of him.”  The people were dumbfounded but could not 

help but say that “what is this new teaching with authority.  He commands that even 

the unclean spirit obey him.” 

This the prophet that was foretold by the writer of the book of Deuteronomy:  

“A prophet like me will the Lord your God will raise up for you…  Whoever will not 

listen to words which he speaks in name, I myself will make him answer for it…”  

This is how we are admonished to listen to the teachings of our Lord who does teach 

with authority and power so that we would listen to him and be “free of anxieties.”  

However, the lesson of last week should make us always aware that listening to the 

teaching of Jesus, done with authority, should lead us to believe and believing in his 

teachings would also make change our life and lifestyle to become true and real  

disciples of Jesus. 

The goal I have set for our parish this year is formation through adult catechism and 

studies of scriptures.  It is my fervent hope and prayer that you would cherish the  

opportunities being offered so that many would attend the bible studies on Tuesdays 

and catechism on Wednesdays.  Both programs are intended to let you know Jesus 

more clearly and follow him more dearly so that we all would be his disciples and  

active members of our Catholic Church.    
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Next Nativity Men’s Group 
February 1, 2024 

Speaker: Patrick Laurence 
 

Topic: Junípero Serra On Trial: Criminal or Saint? 
 
The canonization of California's first saint has been dogged by 

controversy. While some contend that Serra lived a holy life 

marked by the exercise of heroic virtue, others contend that Serra was a harmful  

colonial oppressor who decimated Native American culture. Now, with the passage of 

Assembly Bill 338, the California Legislature has found that Serra initiated a period of 

"enslavement" and "genocide" at the California Missions. The differing views on Serra 

can hardly be more opposed: either he is a criminal, or he is a saint. What does the  

evidence show? 

Patrick Laurence is a trial attorney with the law firm of Tittmann Weix LLP in Los  

Angeles, California. A native of southern California, Patrick has been avidly  

researching, lecturing, writing articles, and giving radio interviews about Serra since 

2015. His findings have appeared in such publications as Crisis Magazine and Inside 

the Vatican and he is currently writing a book which categorically addresses some of 

the more common accusations made against Serra. His talk “Junípero Serra on Trial: 

Criminal or Saint?” has been presented to numerous audiences and has been featured 

on nationally syndicated radio programs. 

Patrick received his undergraduate degree from Thomas Aquinas College in California 

and his law degree from Ave Maria School of Law in Michigan. Following law school, 

Patrick served in a one-year judicial clerkship with the Honorable James L. Ryan of 

the United States Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circuit. He currently serves as a 

Board member for the St. Thomas More Society of Orange County, the Charles  

Institute, and Life Legal Defense Foundation. 

Join us for a night of Faith, Fellowship,  
Food, and Inspiration  

 
Where: Church of the Nativity Chapel and Commons 

When: Thursday, February 1, 6:00 – 8:30 PM  
Note: (Meeting begins in small chapel at back of the courtyard)  

Dinner deliciously prepared by Chef Hubert Lorenz 
Culinary Wizard (www.theculinarywizard.com) 

 
Contact: Tim Van Damm timvandamm@gmail.com, 617.501.3950 or  

Scott Maxwell     smaxwell@ThomasMoreSociety.org  

http://www.theculinarywizard.com
mailto:timvandamm@gmail.com
mailto:smaxwell@ThomasMoreSociety.org


 

 

If you or someone you know is suffering from a past  
abortion, please call Rachel’s Hope for support 

After Abortion Healing and Reconciliation for Catholic 
Women. (or Catholic-friendly)  

For information please contact:  
Rosemary Benefield at (858) 581-3022 or email at 

rachels_hope@juno.com  
March 8-10, 2024 

Children of the Immaculate Heart has served survivors of sex trafficking in San Diego for 10 years through our  St. Bakhita Program for 
women and their children. We provide holistic care by addressing the physical, emotional, social and spiritual wellbeing of the person 
to focus on a person's strengths. We are now offering immediate assistance in our emergency mobile clinic that provides help with 
getting services, food, clothing, and toiletries.   
Our 11th Annual Holy Hearts Gala benefiting human trafficking survivors is February 10th, 2024 from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. at  
St. Therese of Carmel Catholic Church, 4355 Del Mar Trails Rd., San Diego, CA 92130.   
The evening includes appetizers, dinner, dessert, wine, beer, a live band, and a silent auction.  
Our keynote speaker is Auxilliary Bishop Ramon Bejarano and we will hear a special talk from a Client of Children of the Immaculate 
Heart. RSVP is required. Tickets are $75.00 per person until January 15, 2024 and $85.00 per person after January 15, 2024.  
To RSVP https://www.childrenoftheimmaculateheart.org/events.html or call 619-431-5537. 

"A SOUPER BOWL OF CARING" 
A fundraiser/soup and salad luncheon and auction, benefiting the 
children sheltering at Father Joe's Villages 
Monday, February 12, 2024 ,10:30 a.m. 
St. Gregory the Great Catholic Church Parish Hall 
11451 Blue Cypress Drive San Diego, CA 92131 
$60.00 per person ;  make checks payable to Village Ladies Guild, 
credit cards also accepted mail reservations by Jan.31 to  
Brenda Lane, 1205 Pacific Highway #902, San Diego, CA 92101 

https://www.childrenoftheimmaculateheart.org/events.html
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Bake Sale to Benefit Get On The Bus 
February 10 and 11 

 
We need bakers and helpers to make the bake sale a success! 
Please email Stephanie Struble at stephaniemstruble@gmail.com 
 
Get on the Bus (GOTB) organizes and pays for trips for children to visit their  
incarcerated parents.  Children are often the unintended victims of the criminal justice system.   
Get on the Bus provides a positive family interaction that allows children and parents to reconnect  
after the long separation.  This year, GOTB is planning trips to 12 prisons. 

Please join us for an evening with  

Father Burke Masters, author of the book 
“A Grand Slam for God: A Journey from 

Baseball Star to Catholic Priest.”   
 
Burke Masters had the perfect game plan for his life: 

to play Major League Baseball.  As a star infielder for Mississippi State with a  
game-winning grand slam to help his team reach the College World Series, he was well 
on his way to the career of his dreams.  But little did he know that his life-changing call 
would not be from a recruiter to become a Major League player—it would be from God 
to become a Catholic priest.  

When:  Wednesday, March 6th at 6:30pm 

Where: Church of the Nativity  

  6309 El Apajo Road 

  Rancho Santa Fe, CA  

Books will be available for sale at the event, with an opportunity for Father Masters to 

sign your copy after sharing the story of his journey.   

Look forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:stephaniemstruble@gmail.com


 

 



 

 



 

 

 
 ONLINE GIVING 
Scan this QR Code  

to sign up  
for online giving.  

You can make a one time  donation  
or  you can sign up  

to give weekly.  
Thank you for your continued support   

and faithful giving. 
We encourage to sign up for  

online giving! 

On Sunday January 28 we will continue our topic on The Creed: 
Faith.  We will finish our overview of the Apostles Creed and also 
talk about faith vs. good works and how they relate.  We will also  
go over the bible readings from mass, have small sharing groups, 
and play some icebreakers.  All freshmen-seniors attending public  
or Catholic high school are invited to join us from 5-6:15pm in the 
Commons. 

For more information on Youth Ministry or Confirmation contact Mike James, Director of Catechetical  
Ministry, at mjames@nativitycatholic.org or see the Youth Ministry page on the parish website at  
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/youth-ministry 

Invitations for teens who are eligible for the 2024 Confirmation Immediate  
Preparation Class have been sent to both parents and their teens via email.   
Please return your paperwork and schedule your Final Interviews by January 31. 

 

Confirmation Immediate Preparation Class #1 is on Sunday February 4  
from 3:30-4:30pm in the Commons.  Eligible teens should bring a pen, binder, and personal calendar to vote on 
our retreat date. 

The 2024 Confirmation Mass date has been set for Sunday April 28, 2024 at 12:30pm with Bishop Pulido. 

All Confirmation Information is also posted on our parish website at  
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/confirmation.    

The Catechumenate period is now in it’s last few weeks.  The period of 
Purification and Enlightenment starts soon.   
The Rite of Sending will be on February 18 at the 10:30am mass.   
Sponsors should attend as well.   
After mass we will have class from 11:30am to 12:30pm.   
Details on the Rite of Election will be announced in class. 

mailto:mjames@nativitycatholic.org
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/youth-ministry
https://nativitycatholic.weconnect.com/confirmation

